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Syllabus  
Automation, digital revolution and capital concentration: A race for the machine? 
- Three decades of decline of the labour share – Where are we today? 
- Creative destruction of jobs and “gross decoupling” 
- The impact of the digital revolution on income and asset inequality  
- Focus: Distributive effects of automation – the “elephant in the room” 
 
Dates / Termine:   
Introduction: Wednesday, June 7, 11.00 – 12.30; GD 311 
 1st part: Wednesday, June 7,  13.30 –17.30 & Thursday, June 8, 14.00 –18.00; GD 311 
 2nd part: Tuesday, July 4, 14.00 –18.00 & Thursday, July 6, 14.00 –18.00; GD 311 
 3rd part:  Wednesday, July 12, 14.00 –18.00 (Presentation of results); GD 102 
 

Performance test and credits: 
ECTS: 6/9; Regular attendance; term paper; oral presentation (presentation 20% of final grade / 1 essays 70% 
of final grade); first draft of the term paper by 31st July 2017, finalized term paper by the end of the semester; 
The course is assigned to the fields of economics, law, politics, sociology while employing methods which have 
a comparative orientation and deal with the phenomenon at a European level in a comprehensive view.  
Course description: 
In an age of globalization and technological progress the acceleration of digital information and communication 
technologies (ICT) has led and continues to lead to social changes which shake the foundations of the world of 
work, dubbed “industrial revolution 4.0”. This process mainly characterised by automation, robotics and artifi-
cial intelligence impacts not only national law and economic systems but also traditional institutions of social 
existence and such the foundations of our modern societies as such, in Europe as well as across the world. This 
course investigates the preconditions leading to and the results arising from this process of change in modern 
societies with a focus on distributive effects. In the light of the current discussion on growing income and asset 
disparity the shift away from labour to capital that accompanies automation is inclined to exacerbate inequali-
ties putting into question distributive justice and increasing the danger of new social and cultural conflicts.  
The seminar has three parts; the first one examines the new (b)orders within “Social Europe” with regards to 
the functions of property and to distributive justice focussing on inequality and the distribution of property 
ownership. -> The focus is on labour's declining income share and the role of capital accumulation and capital-
augmenting technical change. The second part looks upon the question of how the digital revolution impacts on 
the shift between labour and capital as income factors? -> Issues of micro and macro distributional effects for 
different groups of society and the impact on wealth concentration are investigated. The third part explores to 
what extend a wider distribution of ownership of productive property, namely of robots and machines, can mit-
igate negative effects of digitalisation? -> It focuses on alternative economic models, namely the question to 
what extend an economic policy based on the broadening of productive property could serve as a counter model 
to the current mainstream. 
 
Registration until 9 April 2017 under kelso-professorship@europa-uni.de.  
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