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One of the main difficulties in judging acts committed jointly by more than one offender, is 

answering the question, to what extent the group’s [criminal] effects can be attributed to each 

individual offender. This essay seeks to provide a suggestion how to solve this problem: After 

proving that acts actually can possibly be attributed to groups of offenders, the main theoretical 

difficulties in interpreting conditionals causally are pointed out using a fictive example. The 

author argues that Georg Henrik von Wright's conditional-analysis of causality can face these 

difficulties. It is finally shown, that a differentiated attribution of culpability in the different kinds 

of participation known in German criminal law can be based upon this theory. 

 


