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Studying Abroad Experience Report 

 
 
1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?  

[x] Yes  [  ] No 
 

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?  
[x] Yes  [  ] No 

 
3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)  

[x] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published  
 

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property 
of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish 
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.  
[x] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine.  

 
  

• Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How 
was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory 
and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?  

 

My advice would be more for non-EU students, they need to start planning early for their study abroad in the UK as 
the visa process might take some time. I would advise students to apply for the visa no later than 2 months before the 
studies start date. They are also recommended to buy their ticket as early as possible to avoid expensive flights. If the 
students need to be extra safe, I would recommend subscribing to an extra insurance plan before their travel. 

Introduction events started on the first week of October, some of them were mandatory, but I would recommend 
attending as many as possible to get familiar with the campus, student life, systems and many other important 
matters. 

There was no individual tutor for each student, but the international office and the student union were helpful in all 
matters. 

 

• Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were 
there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend? 

The university accommodation was a bit expensive. 

I found my accommodation from a Facebook group, but students need to be careful of scammers. Students should 
arrange their accommodation as early as possible. The cost of rent would never be less than 400 GBP. I would always 
recommend staying close to the campus, mine was in Colchester, CO4 postal code. 

 

• Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory? 
Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the 
course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall 
opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students?  

 

There were lectures and classes on campus, besides the other social events. Attendance was mostly mandatory. 

I took the following courses: Behavioural Economics I, Perspectives on Marketing and Market Structure and Strategic 
Behaviour. 

I was allowed to take courses from different faculties, but these matched the required courses at Viadrina. There were 
also language courses for students who needed them. 

https://www1.essex.ac.uk/modules/ 

https://www1.essex.ac.uk/modules/
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Some exams were in person and others were online, written exams and assignments. 

The university is very good, well-organized and advanced. The international office was very helpful and supported the 
students in everything they might need. 

 

• Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible 
monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time? 
What did you do?  

The United Kingdom is an expensive country, students need at least 800 Euros per month to survive there, and public 
transport is more expensive than in Germany. I would recommend a monthly subscription for the bus in Colchester for 
around 60 Euros. 

There were many social events for students that matched all interests. I have been to many parties, football matches, 
movies at the cinema and cultural events. They all took place inside the campus. 

 

• Conclusion: worst and best experience  

Thankfully, there were no bad experiences during my semester abroad. The university was well-organized and 
advanced, people were friendly, and the international office was very helpful. I would strongly recommend it for 
students who would like to have a full good experience within a short period of time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


