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Studying Abroad Experience Report

1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonomiously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?
[ 1No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?
[ 1Yes

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)
[ 1 No —in this case your report won‘t be published

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property
of athird party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.

We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long,
there is no maximum):

e Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How
was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory
and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?

e Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were
there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend?

e Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory?
Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the
course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall
opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students?

o Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible
monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time?
What did you do?

e Conclusion: worst and best experience It was wonderful but expensive

e Suggestions/Feedback: In your opinion, how can we improve our exchange program especially considering
consulting, information, application process at the Viadrina? — This section is just for the department of
international affairs of the Viadrina and will not be published.
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Preparation

Preparing for the exchange program in Texas was a well-guided process thanks to the excellent support
from the International Office at the host university. I strongly recommend that future students carefully
follow the instructions provided by the International Office in Texas — their step-by-step guidance made
the entire experience much smoother. They respond promptly and are very helpful with all questions
related to the visa process, course selection, housing, and more.

The most important aspect to arrange early is accommodation. If you plan to stay in a dormitory, you
need to apply well in advance, as spaces are limited. The International Office can support you with the
application if needed.

Regarding the visa, | recommend starting preparations at least four months before your departure. The
visa application involves collecting several documents and going through multiple stages, each of which
takes time. Preparing early will help you avoid unnecessary stress or delays.

The application process itself was smooth and transparent. Each step was clearly explained and the
university portal was user-friendly. However, completing all the formalities still takes time, so an early
start is key.

Upon arrival, the university offered orientation events, including campus tours and social gatherings.
While attendance was not mandatory, these events are useful for meeting fellow students and
familiarizing yourself with campus life. Even if you cannot attend, most of the essential information will
also be shared via email. The International Office at the university was very efficient and approachable
throughout my stay.

Accommodation

As mentioned above, | highly recommend applying for on-campus dormitory housing. It is the most
convenient and cost-effective option. Living on campus gives you immediate access to all university
facilities such as the gym, library, cafeteria, and academic buildings. Meals are included in the dormitory
fees, which also helps with budgeting.

One thing to be aware of: most dormitories require students to share a room with another student, so it’s
important to be prepared for a shared living environment. That said, the dorms are generally well-
maintained, safe, and close to everything you need.

If you prefer to live off-campus in a private apartment, make sure to look for places close to the
university, as commuting can be inconvenient without a car. However, do note that off-campus options
are usually more expensive and may not include meals or utilities.

Studying at the Host University

Academically, be prepared for a challenging and engaging experience. The workload is significant, and
you will have regular assignments, group work, and presentations. Although attendance was not
mandatory for most Master’s-level courses, it was highly expected and often required for Bachelor-level
courses.
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Course registration procedures can differ between faculties, so if you plan to take courses outside of your
department, it’s best to contact the respective faculty in advance to understand their specific process. |
went as a Bachelor's student but was interested in Master's-level courses. | contacted the graduate
advisor, who helped me access the list of available courses and explained the requirements. Everything
was manageable with good planning.

The exams in my Master’s courses were mostly project-based or open-book exams, which suited my
learning style. In contrast, the Bachelor’s courses often had more traditional closed-book exams.

The university itself is large, diverse, and well-equipped, offering a wide range of academic and
extracurricular opportunities. | was impressed by the campus infrastructure and the academic support
services. International and exchange students are well taken care of, with regular communication from
support staff.

Day-to-Day Life and Free Time

The cost of living in the U.S. was relatively high. While public transportation was free for students, other
expenses — including food, personal items, and entertainment — added up. The university estimates
that students should have around $10,000 to cover tuition and dormitory costs for one semester.
However, | recommend budgeting around $15,000 in total to comfortably cover all your needs, including
travel and leisure activities.

If you're looking to reduce expenses, there are opportunities to work on campus, which many exchange
students take advantage of. Campus jobs are usually flexible and not too demanding, making them a
great way to earn a bit of extra money.

In terms of free time, there’s plenty to do both on and off campus. The university offers access to a gym,
swimming pool, cinema, cafés, and shops. There are also many student clubs and activities to join. On
weekends or holidays, you can take short trips to nearby cities or natural parks — a great way to explore
the region.

Conclusion

Overall, my exchange experience in Texas was wonderful, enriching, and well-organized, though
undeniably expensive. The best part was the academic freedom and the international community on
campus. The biggest challenge was the high cost of living, but with careful planning, it was manageable.
Suggestions for Viadrina’s Exchange Program (Confidential)

One suggestion for improvement would be to consider enrolling students under the Business faculty
rather than Economics, as the Business department offers a wider range of interesting and practical

courses.

Additionally, providing students with more detailed information early on about course enrollment rules
per faculty would help avoid confusion during registration.



