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1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?  

[✔] Yes  [  ] No 

 
2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?  

[ ✔ ] Yes  [  ] No 

 
3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)  

[✔ ] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published  

 
4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property 

of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish 
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.  

[✔ ] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine.  

 
  

We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long, 
there is no maximum):  
 

Preparation 

Before my exchange semester in Budapest, I decided to book a train ticket rather than fly, as I was traveling with two 
large suitcases. I chose an EC train from Berlin Hauptbahnhof to Budapest Keleti. The route is usually not particularly 
busy, so there were plenty of empty seats and I could travel in comfort. Unfortunately, I missed the official orientation 
week because I still had exams at Viadrina during that time. However, the International Student Office at my partner 
university was very helpful and guided me through all the necessary procedures once I arrived. 

The university also offers a buddy program, coordinated both by the Erasmus Student Network (ESN) and the 
university itself. This helps incoming students integrate more easily, get information about academic matters, and 
adapt to daily life in Budapest. 

Accommodation 

Finding a place to live was the most challenging part of my semester abroad. Initially, I booked a hostel for one week 
as a temporary solution. This gave me time to view apartments in person, which I highly recommend to avoid online 
scams particularly common in Facebook rental groups. 

Luckily, I found a private studio apartment near Astoria metro stop, just a two-minute walk from the campus. The rent 
was €400 per month, excluding utilities. This location turned out to be ideal for convenience and safety. Based on my 
experience, I would recommend looking for accommodation around Astoria or Blaha Lujza tér, as both areas are very 
close to the university and well-connected to the rest of the city. 
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As an economics student, I found that attendance was generally not mandatory for most courses. I initially registered 
for 30 ECTS credits, as most of the available courses were worth 3 ECTS each. My course selection included: 

● Business Law 
● Management II 
● Finance and Accounting Informatics 
● Negotiation 
● Persuasion 
● Marketing Research 

 

All my classes were conducted in English, which made it easier to follow and participate. Students also have the 
option to take courses from other faculties, but these often have mandatory attendance and may be located on a 
different campus. Since the university has three to four campuses scattered across the city, careful planning is needed 
to avoid long commutes between classes. 

Exams for the Faculty of Economics are held at a centralized Exam Center and are fully computerized, which I found 
efficient and user-friendly. The university also runs its own international students’ association, providing opportunities 
to meet not just Erasmus students, but also regular degree-seeking international students. 

Day-to-Day Life and Free Time 

Living costs in Budapest were a pleasant surprise. Grocery prices were similar to those in Germany. Rent, while 
higher than in Frankfurt (Oder), was still slightly cheaper than in Berlin. A shared apartment on the Pest side typically 
costs between €350–€400 per month. One of the biggest benefits for students is the transportation pass once you 
have your university ID card or QR code, you can purchase a monthly pass for just €5, valid across the entire country. 

In my free time, I often participated in ESN-organized events, which were a great way to meet people and explore the 
city. I also purchased an Erasmus Life Budapest card, which granted access to events almost every day of the week. 
My favorite social spot was Morrisons on Mondays, a popular gathering place for students from all over Budapest to 
meet, socialize, and enjoy the city’s nightlife. 

As it is a very popular tourist city so you can pretty much go out every night of the week and you would find people 
everywhere in city center so you would never get bored and drinks are also relatively cheaper than in Germany. 

Conclusion 

The most challenging part of my semester abroad was undoubtedly the search for accommodation. However, once 
settled, I found Budapest to be a beautiful, vibrant, and student-friendly city. Everything was easily accessible, public 
transport was incredibly affordable, and the variety of student events made it easy to meet new people. Academically, 
the courses were generally straightforward, and the exam process was efficient and well-organized. 


