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Experience report for Erasmus stay in Istanbul, Turkey

Partner university: Marmara University Istanbul

Preparation:

The application for the stay abroad was straight-forward. Once all your documents are completed and signed and sent
to the coordinator you just wait for an answer from the partner university. This can take some weeks but once you get
nominated by Viadrina you will most of the time be accepted by the partner Uni, and the confirmation will be made
official.

After receiving the confirmation that | successfully applied and have been offered a place of study at Marmara
university, | began to make a list of things | need to prepare before leaving for the Erasmus stay in Turkey.

First, | recommend you check out whether you require a visa or not, for this Marmara International office sent us a
website that lets you know if you need a visa or not. In my case | didn’t need to prepare one before arrival, | had 90
days visa-free, but | had to get a residence permit later since my stay was going to be more than 3 months. As for the
insurance, my insurance provider in Germany gave me an online document that | can use for insurance in Turkey
since there are cooperations in place between the 2 countries.

For the travel to Istanbul, | can give you a tip that helped me a lot with the flight, if you’re going to fly with Turkish
Airlines then you can take advantage of their student deals and prices. All you need to do is make an account on their
website and then upload your matriculation certificate, and with that you will have access to student offers and tickets.
In my case, | was allowed 40 kg in my luggage instead of the normal 20 or 23 kg, and the price was almost the same if
not cheaper. However, it is important to note that you will be able to fly to/from the new Istanbul airport only. Once you
land at the new airport there are buses that will take you to the center of Istanbul or to wherever part of the city your
accommodation is located at. These typically cost around 100 to 120 Turkish Liras depending on the operator.

At Marmara Uni there is also a branch of the ESN in case you are familiar with it. ESN Marmara offers a Buddy
program and they will be in contact with you before your arrival to pair you with a buddy, who can help you with some
guestions or issues you may have.

Also, you will be invited by the international office to an introduction event at the G6ztepe Campus soon after the
official start of the semester to welcome all incoming Erasmus students and answer any questions they have. You
don’t have to attend this event if you decide against it, but | would recommend you go because you don’t have
anything to lose, plus they offer nice food catering and they gave us a welcome box with some small gifts inside so
that was something positive.
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Accommodation:

For the accommodation you will once again receive some help from the international office, they will send you an
email with some link to websites that can have some possible rental offers. However, | found most of them unhelpful.

There are no student accommodation options offered by the university and you must find something by yourself. This
can take a while that’s why | would recommend that you come to Istanbul 1 or 2 weeks before the start of the
semester and stay in some kind of hostel or hotel and then go outside and talk to people and ask around if they know
anything about available student accommodation. But you never know what can happen, | once talked with a lady at a
restaurant that happened to be there on vacation from Germany and one of her relatives was looking for tenants for
their apartment.

Another tip | can give you is to try to join Facebook groups for rents in Istanbul, you will find a lot of them, and some
are even just for Erasmus students. The important thing to remember is to never send any money in advance for
reserving the rooms before you are in Istanbul and to remember that you have a good chance to lower the price if you
negotiate with the landlords. The average rent is between the range of 250 to 350 euros a month. Depending on how
well you negotiate and what side of Istanbul you live in and the size of the room/house it can reach 400 euros. In case
you have a problem finding rent you can contact the international office or message your buddy for help, sometimes
they can find you a solution.

For students who are going to attend the lectures at Goztepe Campus (Business Administration) it is recommended to
live on the Anatolian side since transportation can take 1 to 2 hours to get from the European side to the campus.

Your apartment should preferably be in Kadikdy or Uskiidar since they are nice areas and relatively close to lots of
attractions. My house was located in Kadikdy, and it took me 15 mins by bus to reach the campus. Transportation was
no problem, but you must buy an Istanbul Transportation Card from the Transportation office in Kadikdy to be able to
scan it when you get on the bus or when taking the metro. A card for students costs about 50 TL but you need to bring
your student number, which you get from the international office after completing the registration in their system.

Studying at the university abroad:

Overall, the experience at the G6ztepe campus at Marmara university was great, although | could not attend many
events there due to the earthquake situation, which meant that the teaching was changed to be conducted online
instead of face-to-face lectures.

After it was announced by the higher education ministry that teaching is to be done online and on-site lectures should
be suspended, we started using the website developed by the university for distance learning, similar to the EUV’s
Moodle. While | attended the majority of my lectures live, sometimes | wasn’t able to attend in order to take care of
some appointments either at the Uni or at the immigration offices, so | was happy that attendance was not mandatory
for most of the online lectures. However, these lectures were recorded and later uploaded to the system so that
students who could not attend can see what they missed and study the material too.

In my case, | took 3 courses from the faculty of Business Administration. These courses were easy to follow, and the
exams were fine. | do not know if taking courses from other faculties was possible but, in my case, | didn’t need to
take more than 3 courses. Although an Al Turkish language course was offered to Erasmus students, | did not see it
as necessary for me, especially since | learned some basic Turkish to use in daily interactions and when shopping.

Exams were also made online since later in the semester the decision was made that exams should be done online
due to the earthquake. They were conducted smoothly and there were no time conflicts when planning the exams.
However, | happened to have some exams at unreasonable times, sometimes it was at 8pm and sometimes it was
even on a Sunday morning, so this was tough to deal with but in the end what matters is that you pass these exams.

| think that in general, Marmara university was a good choice for a partner university, everything was smooth and
unproblematic, and the courses and exams were also well-organized. | felt really supported at the university, the
international office took care of any problems we faced and were always there for us to provide us with help when
needed, or to answer our inquiries. Depending on which part of Istanbul you want to study and live in, if you decide to
go to the Anatolian side, then | can recommend considering Marmara university as your choice.

Day-to-day life and free time:

It's important to mention that the cost of living in Istanbul can vary depending on which side you are living on.
However, the difference is not so big, but it is there simply because the European side is more touristic than the
Anatolian side. Groceries are highly affordable, and | think 50 to 60 euros per month should be sufficient.
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| would say that depending on how high your rent is, you should add 100 euros on top of it for basic necessities such
as groceries and transportation. Of course, transportation does not cost much if you have the student card, since it
charges you cheap ticket prices compared to other cards but it's better to be on the safe side when planning the
monthly budget.

For your free time, you have plenty of options and activities to choose from. Either be it hanging out with friends at
bars, enjoying some authentic Turkish food at restaurants or visiting touristic attractions or just going for some Billiards
or PlayStation games. Whatever you are looking for, you will find a place that offers it. In addition to all of this, ESN
Marmara does often plan some activities for Erasmus students. During my time there, they took us to some historic
places and museums, and we had some nice city tours, as well as some fun outdoor gatherings, not to mention the
nice parties they organized.

Conclusion: worst and best experience

For me the worst experience was having the semester conducted online, it would have been much better if the
lectures were on site, that way | would have had better campus experiences and met a lot more people than | did.
Maybe even learn more than by online teaching.

The best experience is simply deciding on Istanbul and being there for the exchange semester. | would say 95% of my
time there was enjoyable and fantastic, and it was full of nice experiences. | am happy that | decided on choosing
Istanbul and | do not regret my decision at all, I'm very satisfied with the whole experience | had there.



