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Studying Abroad Experience Report 
 
 
1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?  

[+] Yes  [  ] No 
 

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?  
[+] Yes  [  ] No 

 
3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)  

[+] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published  
 

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property 
of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish 
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.  
[+] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine.  

 
 
● Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How 

was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory 
and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?  

Preparing for the Erasmus exchange at İstanbul Bilgi University required general academic and practical 

planning, including travel arrangements, insurance coverage, and coordination with both the home and host 

universities. The application process at the host university was smooth overall. Acceptance documents and 

initial instructions were provided via email, and communication with the Erasmus Office was generally 

helpful, although some steps required follow-up. 

There was an introduction and orientation process for Erasmus students, usually organized close to the 

beginning of the semester. These sessions helped clarify course registration procedures, academic 

expectations, and campus facilities. Orientation was strongly recommended and useful for understanding 

administrative processes. There was no formal buddy or tutor program assigned to me, but Erasmus 

coordinators and faculty members were approachable and supportive when contacted. 

 

● Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were 
there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend? 

Finding accommodation in Istanbul was one of the more challenging aspects of the exchange. While there 

are many housing options available, not all listings clearly reflect conditions or expectations.  

Bilgi University does not guarantee on-campus accommodation for exchange students, so most students 

rely on private rentals or student residences. Rent prices vary depending on location and housing type. On 

average, monthly rent ranges between €300 and €600, depending on whether the accommodation is 

shared or private. 

Areas such as Eyüpsultan, Şişli, and other central districts with good public transport connections are 

convenient for students. I would recommend choosing accommodation with easy access to metro or bus 

lines rather than focusing only on proximity to campus. Mistakes to avoid include paying deposits without 

written agreements and committing to long-term accommodation without sufficient verification. 
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● Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory? 
Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the 
course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall 
opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students?  

Academic life at İstanbul Bilgi University was engaging and flexible. The Santralistanbul campus offers a 

modern and international academic environment with libraries, cafeterias, and study spaces. English is 

widely used in graduate programs, which made academic integration easier. 

Attendance policies varied by course and instructor. Some courses required regular attendance, while 

others were more flexible and focused on assignments, presentations, or final exams. I took MBA/EMBA-

level courses, which were relevant to my study program and approved by the Erasmus coordinator. In 

some cases, it was possible to take courses from different faculties with consent. 

Course information was accessible through the university’s online catalog. Exams were conducted in 

different formats, including written exams, case studies, and project-based assessments. Overall, the 

university provided a supportive academic environment for exchange students, although clearer upfront 

communication regarding procedures would further improve the experience. 

 

● Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible 
monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time? 
What did you do?   

The cost of living in Istanbul is moderate compared to many European cities. A student should expect 

average monthly expenses of approximately €600–800, including accommodation, food, transportation, and 

personal expenses. Groceries are affordable, and eating out is relatively inexpensive. 

Public transportation is efficient and well connected. A monthly student transport pass costs around €12, 

and the Istanbulkart system allows easy access to buses, metro, trams, and ferries. 

In their free time, exchange students have many opportunities to explore the city. Istanbul offers historical 

landmarks, cultural events, cafés, restaurants, and waterfront areas. I spent my free time exploring different 

neighborhoods, experiencing local cuisine, and visiting cultural and historical sites. The city offers a good 

balance between academic life and leisure. 

 

● Conclusion: worst and best experience  

The best experience of my Erasmus exchange was living and studying in a culturally rich and dynamic city 

while being exposed to a different academic environment. Istanbul’s unique blend of cultures made daily 

life interesting and educational beyond the classroom. 

The most challenging aspect was finding suitable accommodation at the beginning of the stay, which 

required flexibility and careful planning. 


