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Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?
[X] Yes [ 1No

Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?
[X] Yes [ ] No

Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)
[X] Yes [ ] No —in this case your report won‘t be published

Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property
of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.

[X] Yes, | confirm that all photos are mine.

We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long,
there is no maximum):

Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How
was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory
and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?

Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were
there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend?

Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory?
Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the
course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall
opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students?

Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible
monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time?
What did you do?

Conclusion: worst and best experience
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In my 51" semester, | applied for a semester abroad to Prague in the Czech Republic. | chose the
Prague university of Economics and Business (VSE) as | am currently finishing my bachelor's
degree in International Business Administration.

In the preparation phase, it's important to check the requirements of the university and their
application deadlines. The University in Prague (VSE) was very organized and helpful in guiding
me through all the application and Visa process. As a non-EU student, a Visa was required but the
process was facilitated by the University as well as all information were explained in the website of
the university. The communication was done through briefing emails regarding the application, and
once | was accepted, the registration process for the courses began. In the registration process,
there were multiple online sessions held by the responsible of international student affairs at VSE
in which they explained in detail how to register through their systems and the multiple steps to
take. A visual presentation of the step by step process was provided along with an open question
online meeting. The registration is first come first serve basis, so it was challenging to find the
desired courses, | had to adjust my course selection many times to get the courses | want and that
fit in my module program. The University offers a wide range of interesting courses and many of
which are in English. Other introductory events were held in presence during orientation week,
there was a full week program that included many formal and informal events, the formal events
were informative lectures about the University and the classes, there was also lectures about the
Czech culture and the Czech language and the difficulties of international students to integrate.
The informal events were organized by ESN Prague in which there were many fun activities to get
together with fellow international and local students and get to know the city of Prague. The
icebreaking weekend was a big event that included team challenges, hiking and parties. Also,
ESN Prague provided a buddy IS program in which the students were assigned a local student to
help them get integrated and also make a friend. The orientation week and the buddy program
were optional but highly encouraged as an international student, especially if it was a first visit to
Prague, it will give the students a much greater experience.

As for accommodation, VSE offers dorms for international students and the process starts before
students arrive in Prague. There’s an application for accommodation and the whole process takes
place on their website “iskam”. There are two phases, first you apply and you pay a deposit of
around 5,000 CZK, once your application is accepted you can reserve your room and you need to
pay the total rent beforehand or on the first week in which you arrive and the total would
approximately amount to 30,000 CZK. My recommendation would be to prepare this budget
beforehand as it is crucial to finalize it before you go to Prague. The rooms offered were shared
rooms for two people, usually 2 rooms in one unit with shared common spaces like bathroom and
a small kitchen. The spaces were small and basic. The dorms was in zone Prague 3 and 20 mins
away by public transportation from the university. The surrounding neighborhood was quiet, there
were many supermarkets and restaurants around the dorms. The access for the dorms was
through the ID card provided by the university, it is important to always have it with you as it is the
key to the main door. Reception was available 24/7, which made the living experience easier. It's
important to be familiar with the website “iskam” as everything related to dorms facilities use or
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washing machines and utilities was booked on the website along with a fee for every kind of
activity. There are study rooms and a central kitchen area as well as a gym and open courts
offered in the dorm facility, many of which have to be booked on the website. Check in and check
out processes are easy to navigate and do not take much time.

Studying at VSE was a big change from the study experience in Viadrina. The campus included all
the faculties, and it was easy to find the classes in the first week. The campus is always crowded
with students as attendance is mandatory in all classes, a maximum of two absences is allowed
throughout the semester. The classes were vast and modern and the learning relied heavily on
students having their laptops onsite. | took 4 courses, two of which were Management (operations
management, HR management), one Marketing course which was both bachelor and Masters
course (product brand marketing) and an accounting course (audit and controlling). The
challenging part was that the courses had strict formats and heavy workload, each course
included projects with presentations, a term paper, and multiple exams. Also group work was the
center of every course, | was part of 4 groups in the 4 courses and it was challenging to manage
all 4 different group works at the same time. The structure of courses is explained and the exams
were different in form for each course, some courses had multiple exams and some had only 1
exam. The dates are announced by the professor and the students can then have the option to
finish all their exams before Christmas break. Czech language courses were offered as well as
other language courses. The International office was open and available during its office hours
and students were always encouraged to go there and voice their questions and concerns. Social
life was active on campus as everyone must attend so you could meet all sorts of international and
local students on campus and in the different cafeterias. The university was very close to the
center of Prague and is in a busy area surrounded by restaurants and pubs. The university is also
very close to the main train station.

Prague was relatively an expensive city to live in, the prices of food and transport were relatively
high compared to Germany. Students were given the option to purchase an ISIC card as their ID
card in which they can have discounts on public transport. With this discount the public transport
ticket was much cheaper and affordable for students. As it is a touristic city, the further you go to
the center of Prague the higher the costs of eating and activities. Eating out costs between 10-15
euros depending on the food. Everything can be paid by card in the city except for some specific
places in which you need to have cash with you. The city of Prague is vibrant day and night,
there’s so many fun activities and social places to visit in the city. Other than the beautiful sites,
local cafes and bars were mainly where the students used to hangout. Going around the city is
easy by public transport as the timing is very flexible and there’s available trams every 5-10 mins.

Overall, the experience abroad was an eye opening experience, as it was my first visit to Prague
and | had to live there directly and adjust to a whole new culture and city. With its many
challenges, | learned a lot and | had a fun nice experience. The University offered great courses in
English and the city offered me new friendships and new adventures.



