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Studying Abroad Experience Report

1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name
and e-Mail)?
[x]Yes [ ]No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on
request?
[X] Yes [ ]No

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord
etc.)
[X] Yes [] No —in this case your report won‘t be published

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are
not the property of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of
use for your pictures (if we publish the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.

[ X] Yes, | confirm that all photos are mine.

We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least
two pages long, there is no maximum):

e Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa,
insurance, travel? How was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any
introduction events? Were they obligatory and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy
program or tutors?

e Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be
avoided? Were there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living
would you recommend?

e Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance
mandatory? Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different
faculties? Please attach links to the course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were
there any language courses? What is your overall opinion of the university in general? How well
did the university take care of international/exchange students?

o Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should
be accessible monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange
student do in their free time? What did you do?

e Conclusion: worst and best experience

Prep
Preparing for my Erasmus semester in Prague was incredibly straightforward. The
application process was simple, and because | had already been to the city before, |
didn’t feel any nervousness about moving there. It didn’t feel like stepping into the
unknown. Since Prague is only about 300 kilometers from where | live, | wasn’t
worried about being too far from home. If | ever forgot something or needed to go
back, it wouldn’t be a problem. What made it even easier was that | traveled by car,

which meant | could pack absolutely everything | wanted. | didn’t need to choose
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between essentials or stress about luggage limits. | just loaded the car and hit the

road.

Accommodation

Finding accommaodation in Prague turned out to be easier than expected. | joined a
Facebook group where students post about available rooms in shared flats across the
city. Through that group, | found a room in the very center of Prague, in the area
known as Prague 1. The location was ideal. | was within walking distance of
everything, which made my daily routine so much easier and more enjoyable. | paid
around 13,500 Czech crowns a month, which is about 550 euros, and that covered all
expenses including rent, internet, and utilities. The building was quite old and hadn’t
been renovated, so it wasn’t the prettiest or most modern place. But honestly, that
didn’t really matter. The fact that | lived in the heart of the city made a huge
difference. On top of that, the apartment was shared exclusively with other students,
many of whom were also on Erasmus. That helped a lot in creating a friendly and
social atmosphere from day one. It didn’t take long for us to cook together, go out, or

plan spontaneous trips.

Studying

Studying in Prague was a really positive experience. The university offered a large
selection of courses in English, and | had the freedom to choose subjects that
actually interested me. My weekly schedule was manageable, which gave me enough
time to enjoy the city, meet new people, and even travel a bit. The professors were
young, approachable, and very open-minded. What | liked most was the relaxed
atmosphere. The teachers treated us more like equals, and there were even
moments when we went out for a drink after class. It created a very casual and
enjoyable learning environment. The academic system itself was clear and flexible,
and | never had any issues arranging courses or dealing with paperwork. One really
cool part was the free sports program. If you managed to sign up early enough, you
could take part in regular classes like Pilates or yoga without paying anything. | was

lucky to get a spot in Pilates, and it quickly became part of my weekly routine.

Daily
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Life in Prague itself was beautiful. Compared to a busy city like Berlin, it felt calm and
slow in the best way. People around me weren’t constantly rushing, and the whole
atmosphere was more relaxed and human. The locals were extremely friendly, funny,
and easy to talk to. Even as a foreigner, | felt welcome and comfortable everywhere |
went. The nightlife was great, with a wide variety of places to go out. Whether you
were into clubs, live music, or just hanging out in cozy bars, there was always
something happening. And even though Prague is considered one of the more
expensive cities in the Czech Republic, I still found prices to be reasonable compared
to other European cities. What really makes Prague stand out is its unique charm.
The old town is absolutely stunning. Every time | walked through it, | felt like | had
been transported into a different era. It's hard to describe just how magical the city
feels when you’re wandering through cobblestone streets, surrounded by beautiful
buildings, towers, and bridges. Even though it’s a capital city, it doesn’t feel like one.

It's more personal, more walkable, and cozier than many bigger cities I've visited.

Conclusion

Looking back, | can honestly say that this Erasmus experience was one of the best
decisions of my life. Even though it was already my third Erasmus, it had a special
impact on me. | grew a lot as a person. | became more confident, more independent,
and more open to different cultures and lifestyles. The friendships | made, the
memories | created, and the things | learned outside the classroom were just as
valuable as my academic experiences. | would rate the whole thing a ten out of ten,
without hesitation. The university was great, the city was amazing, and both
international offices (at home and in Prague) offered outstanding support every step
of the way. | would recommend this destination to anyone who is even slightly
thinking about it. It turned out to be not just a study exchange, but a life-changing

chapter | will always treasure.



