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Studying Abroad Experience Report 
 
 
1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?  

[  ] Yes  [  ] No 
 

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?  
[  ] Yes  [  ] No 

 
3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)  

[ ] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published  
 

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property 
of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish 
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.  
[  ] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine.  

 
  

We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long, 
there is no maximum):  
 

• Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How 
was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory 
and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?  

• Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were 
there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend? 

• Studying at the university abroad: How was the day-to-day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory? 
Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the 
course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall 
opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students?  

• Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible 
monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time? 
What did you do?   

• Conclusion: worst and best experience  

 

Just a note before I start talking about everything, I chose Barcelona because I knew I wanted to be in a big city. I get 

quite restless and bored of small cities/towns and Barcelona was perfect since it had great weather (especially in 

winter) and it was near the beach. It was the perfect decision.   

  
Preparation:  
  
Since I had a non-EU passport and was staying for more than 6 months, I needed a visa. I contacted the Embassy as 
soon as I had a confirmation from Viadrina) to ask for requirements they needed from me. This long-lead time is only 
relevant if you were to get a study visa for more than 6 months, if it was less than that the process is much easier and 
shorter. I compiled all my documents including buying health insurance that the host university recommended to us 
(cheaper than bigger health insurance companies) and started with the stressful process of getting a visa. As soon my 
visa got accepted, I booked my flight to Barcelona. Travel was easy, I booked a check-in luggage and a carry on. 
When I got to uni, I of course went to the introduction days. This is important to go to (even if it wasn't mandatory), not 
just to make friends but to also know the logistics of the university I will be studying at. I heard there was also a buddy 
program, while I didn't participate in this, I heard that it was useful. Make sure you also sign yourself up the free 
walking tour that ESCI-UPF offered, this is a great way to learn more about the city and talk with other people. 
  
 
 
 



Country: Spain 
University abroad: ESCI-UPF 
Beginning of lectures and end of exams abroad: 22/09/2025 until 27/03/2026 
Study path at Viadrina: International Business Administration [ ] BA [ ] MA  
  
- 

2 

 

Accommodation:  
  
Regarding housing, I already knew someone that was also going to Barcelona, and we partnered up together to look 
for apartments (we started looking 1-3 months before uni started). Student housing was not in my budget, and we 
wanted to get our own short-term apartment to have more freedom in terms of having guests over because if you were 
to rent a room, most of them say that they don't allow people to sleep over. Me and my friend posted on Instagram 
saying that we were looking for a third roommate because a 3-bedroom apartment would be cheaper than a 2-
bedroom apartment. We eventually found a 3rd person, and we started looking on Idealista (this is the main housing 
portal in Spain).   
  
IMPORTANT: create a little PowerPoint presentation about yourself + roommates to send to the landlords. Include, 
your certificate of enrolment, identity documents and a financial proof (that you are able to pay rent). This streamlines 
the process of communication and allowed us to find a beautiful apartment in the middle of the city and it was 100% 
worth it. I paid 600€ a month and considering we were right at Placa Catalunya, and the apartment was modern, it 
was definitely worth it. I think there were student accommodations but I didn't do this. Since they were a whole lot 
more expensive (around €1000). I would recommend getting accommodation in the neighbourhoods: Gràcia, 
Eixample, Ciutat Vella, or El Born.   
 
For me, having a great accommodation is vital. I was able to invite my new and old friends from all over the world to 
come stay with me without having conflict with the landlords. Me and my roommate can both attest that our decision to 
get our own apartment was one of the best decisions we’ve made for our exchange semester.  
  
Studying at the university abroad:  
  
Day to day life on campus is quite relaxed. You start off just getting to know people and getting familiar with the space 
around you. Local students were at first a bit standoffish, but I got to know a few of them and they were quite nice. 
Although I liked ESCI-UPF, I would've wanted to be at the main UPF campus. They seemed more my type of people 
than the ESCI part. Regardless, I found my best friend at ESCI, and I also regularly go to the main campus to use the 
library, so it ended up okay. The attendance was not always mandatory, but they do have continuous evaluation 
(presentations, quizzes, class activities) so it’s important to go. I was only allowed to take classes from the course 
catalogue that they sent to us. I took accounting, marketing and economics courses that align with my specialization. 
They didn't have many accounting courses to choose from, but I tried to find courses with a syllabus that fit into an 
accounting module.   
  
Exams were also quite relaxed; they utilized multiple choice method most of the time but with a different type of 
grading where you get a -0.17 deduction if pick the wrong multiple choice. There were also language courses though 
these require you to pay. I like the university especially in the first trimester, since there was a diverse amount of 
people from many countries. The second trimester mainly only consisted of people from the US. My Erasmus 
coordinator was super super helpful and responsive to all my concerns. She also helped me get my TIE appointment 
(residence card if you stayed for more than 6 months) which was impossible to get.   
  
  
Day to day life and free time:  
  
Excluding my €600 rent, I spent around €500 in groceries, eating out, nightlife, etc. Of course, this can get higher 
depending on whether I go shopping or eat out a lot (which I don’t really do that often). I survived having €1500 in my 
bank account every month for rent, bills, and everything else. This is a very realistic amount to have while you're in 
Erasmus if you want to be comfortable.   
 
An exchange student can go hang out with your friends, travel to nearby regions, go swimming in the beach, picnics, 
go to Bunkers, go out to parties, clubs, etc. The world is your oyster! These are the things I did, but I mostly prioritized 
spending time with my friends, and I've met wonderful international people from everywhere as well as locals who 
have taken me in. I know people that travelled a lot in other places while they were here, but in my opinion, I liked just 
staying in Barcelona and getting to know the nooks and crannies of the city. This allowed me to get some gigs at local 
bars and be a regular at the establishments! 
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Conclusion:  
  
One of the worst experience was probably the month or two where I constantly got sick due to always partying and not 
taking care of my health, This landed me in multiple doctor appointments, which, thanks to my health insurance took 
care of all the bills.  
 
One of the best experiences was getting to know friends that I will have for life. I got to learn a lot about myself and the 
type of person I want to be during this experience. Because I stayed in Barcelona most of the time, I was able to get to 
know organizers of bar establishments that enabled me to go and DJ in my favorite bar! You won't know what is in 
store for you once you arrive.   
 
I was quite integrated into the city of Barcelona and have many recommendations. If you want to reach out to me, 
please feel free. 
  
 


