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Studying Abroad Experience Report

1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?
Yes

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?
Yes

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)
Yes

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property
of athird party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.

Yes, | confirm that all photos are mine.

1. Preparation

Preparing for my Erasmus exchange required careful planning several months in advance. One of
the most important steps was ensuring all administrative requirements were fulfilled. As an EU
student, | did not need a visa; however, non-EU students should start the visa application process
early, as it can take several weeks. Health insurance was mandatory, and | ensured that my
European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) was valid. Additionally, | purchased supplementary travel
insurance to cover unexpected situations.

The application process at the host university was straightforward but required attention to
deadlines and documentation, such as the Learning Agreement and proof of enrollment.
Communication with the international office was generally efficient, although responses could
sometimes take a few days.

The host university organized introduction/orientation events at the beginning of the semester.
These were highly useful and provided essential information about academic expectations,
campus facilities, and student life. While not always obligatory, attending them is strongly
recommended.

There was also a Buddy program available, where local students volunteered to help exchange
students settle in. This was very helpful for practical matters like navigating the city, opening a
bank account, and understanding the university system.

2. Accommodation
Finding accommodation was one of the most challenging parts of the Erasmus experience. | used
a combination of university housing platforms, private rental websites, and social media groups.
| recommend applying for student dormitories as early as possible, as they are usually more
affordable and conveniently located. Monthly rent ranged between €300—€600 depending on the
type of accommodation and location.
Some important tips:

e Avoid signing contracts without seeing the place (or at least having a virtual tour)

e Be cautious of scams on social media or unofficial websites
o Check if utilities (electricity, internet, water) are included in the rent

Living close to the university or well-connected by public transport is highly recommended to save
time and money.
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3. Studying at the University Abroad
Daily academic life was engaging and different from my home university. Classes were often more
interactive, with group discussions, presentations, and practical assignments.
Attendance policies varied depending on the course—some required mandatory attendance, while
others were more flexible.
| was able to take courses from different faculties, which allowed me to broaden my academic
perspective. The course selection process was flexible, especially during the first weeks when
changes were allowed.
Exams were conducted in various formats:

o Written exams

e Oral exams
o Presentations and group projects
« Essays or research papers

The university also offered language courses, which were extremely helpful for improving
communication skills and integrating into the local culture.

Overall, my impression of the university was very positive. The institution provided strong support
for international students, including dedicated coordinators, orientation sessions, and continuous
assistance throughout the semester.

4. Day-to-Day Life and Free Time
The cost of living varied depending on lifestyle, but on average:
e Monthly expenses: €700—€1,000

e Rent: €300—€600
o Food: €150—€250
e Transportation: €30—€100 (sometimes included in student fees)

Public transportation was reliable and student-friendly, often offering discounted semester tickets.
In my free time, | participated in:
o Cultural events and student parties

e Traveling to nearby cities and countries
e University sports and clubs
« Exploring local attractions and cuisine

Erasmus is not only about studying but also about cultural exchange and personal growth.
Meeting people from different backgrounds was one of the most enriching aspects.

5. Conclusion

Best experience:

Meeting people from all over the world, traveling, and gaining independence were the highlights of
my Erasmus experience. It significantly improved my adaptability, communication skills, and
cultural awareness.
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Worst experience:
The initial phase was stressful, especially finding accommodation and dealing with administrative
procedures. However, these challenges became manageable over time.



