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Studying Abroad Experience Report

1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?
[x] Yes[ ] No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?
[X] Yes[ ] No

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)
[X] Yes [ ] No — in this case your report won‘t be published

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property
of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.

[x] Yes, | confirm that all photos are mine.

We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long,
there is no maximum):

¢ Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How
was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory
and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?

e Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were
there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend?

e Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory?
Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the
course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall
opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students?

o Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible
monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time?
What did you do?

e Conclusion: worst and best experience
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Erasmus Semester Report — Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Faculty of Business, Babes-Bolyai University

My Erasmus semester in Cluj-Napoca was an exciting and relatively easy experience for me, mainly because
I already spoke Romanian and had prior knowledge of the country. This familiarity made the preparation
process much simpler compared to other Erasmus students who were traveling to Romania for the first time.
Since I am an EU citizen, I did not require a visa or a passport, which significantly reduced the bureaucratic
procedures. The main preparations involved packing my essentials and ensuring that I had everything I needed
for a few months of living abroad. I did not need to worry about health insurance, as my European Health
Insurance Card (EHIC) was sufficient for medical coverage in Romania.

The application process at Babes-Bolyai University was straightforward and efficient. I encountered no
difficulties, and the response times were fast. The university provided clear instructions regarding the required
documents, deadlines, and study programs. Everything was well-organized, making it stress-free.

Upon arrival, the university organized introductory events for Erasmus students, covering both the Faculty of
Business and the Erasmus experience in general. These events were not mandatory, but they were highly
recommended as they provided valuable information about the academic system, student life, and
administrative processes. They also helped new students get to know each other and make connections.

A Buddy Program was available for Erasmus students who needed additional guidance. However, I chose not
to participate in it since I was already familiar with how Romanian universities operate. Nonetheless, I noticed
that students who joined the Buddy Program received great support from their assigned mentors, who helped
them with integration, university procedures, and general adaptation to life in Clu;.

Finding accommodation in Cluj was somewhat stressful due to the high demand for student housing. The
university follows a first-come, first-served policy for dormitory placements, and initially, I was informed that
I had not secured a spot. However, in the middle of the summer, I was notified that I had received a room, and
later, it was changed to another, much better dormitory.

The dormitory rent was incredibly affordable at 220 RON (approximately 45 EUR) per month, which is
significantly cheaper than private rentals in Cluj, where the average monthly rent for a student apartment starts
at around 200 EUR. I shared my room with another Erasmus student from New York, and we had access to a
shared kitchen and bathroom. The living conditions were decent, and the dormitory provided basic furniture,
internet access, and laundry facilities.

For students planning to study in Cluj, I highly recommend applying for dormitory housing as early as
possible. If student accommodation is unavailable, private housing is an option, but it is considerably more
expensive. The best areas for student living are Manastur, Gheorgheni, and Zorilor, as they are well-connected
to the university and have affordable rental options.

The day-to-day academic experience at Babes-Bolyai University was positive. Attendance was not mandatory
for most of the courses I took, but I would strongly recommend attending classes, as they are beneficial for
understanding the material and preparing for exams. Professors were friendly and supportive, and the Erasmus
office was always available to assist international students with any concerns.
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The Faculty of Business is located in a central area, and commuting from my dormitory took about 20 minutes
on foot or 10 minutes by bus. Public transportation was free for Erasmus students, which was a great
advantage.

I was allowed to take courses from other faculties, but I decided to stick with my faculty’s curriculum. The
exams were mostly written and varied depending on the subject. Some courses also had presentations or group
projects as part of the final evaluation. The university offered Romanian language courses for international
students, but since I was already fluent, I did not enroll in them.

Overall, the university provided excellent academic support, and I appreciated the well-organized Erasmus
program. The professors were approachable, and the international office was very efficient in handling any
administrative issues.

Cluj-Napoca is a vibrant city with a lively student atmosphere. However, I found the cost of living slightly
higher than expected. A reasonable monthly budget for an Erasmus student in Cluj would be 250-300 EUR,
covering accommodation, food, transportation, and entertainment. Eating out in restaurants or cafés frequently
can be expensive, so I recommend cooking at home to save money.

Public transportation was entirely free for Erasmus students, making it easy to explore the city. Cluj has an
excellent public transport system, including buses and trams that connect all parts of the city efficiently.

There is no shortage of activities for students in Cluj. The city is known for its rich cultural life, with numerous
events, concerts, and festivals happening throughout the year. Erasmus students can enjoy activities such as:

o Exploring the historical center and famous landmarks like Piata Unirii and Cetétuia Hill

o Attending music festivals such as UNTOLD and Electric Castle (for the summer semester)
e Visiting the beautiful Botanical Garden

» Enjoying the nightlife at various student-friendly clubs and bars

o Taking weekend trips to nearby attractions such as Turda Salt Mine or Apuseni Mountains
e Going skiing at the Marisel Resort.

During my free time, I explored the city, socialized with other Erasmus students, and participated in university-
organized activities. The Erasmus community in Cluj is very active, and there were always opportunities to
meet new people and engage in cultural exchanges. The Erasmus Student Network created a handful of
activities that would get all of us together and would create an environment for us to meet and socialize with
each other.

My Erasmus experience in Cluj was overwhelmingly positive. The best part of my semester abroad was the
opportunity to live in a dynamic city, meet new people, and experience a different academic environment. The
university provided excellent support for Erasmus students, and the courses were well-structured. The city
itself was exciting and full of activities, ensuring that I was never bored.

The most challenging aspect of my stay was securing accommodation. The first-come, first-served system
made the process stressful, and the uncertainty of whether I had a dormitory spot was unsettling. However,
everything worked out in the end, and I was satisfied with my final accommodation.

Overall, 1T highly recommend Cluj-Napoca as an Erasmus destination. The city offers a fantastic student

experience, and the university is well-equipped to support international students. My Erasmus semester was
3
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an unforgettable experience, and I would encourage future students to take full advantage of all the
opportunities Cluj has to offer.



