Exchange Semester Report

Peru, Lima - PUCP

Peru was the best decision I have made in a long time. Honestly. The semester abroad was
absolutely perfect from start to finish, only slightly interrupted by some visa issues that could
have been very easily avoided (but more about that little adventure later). The partner university
was incredible, combining high educational standards with lots of free-time activities and
cultural exchange programs. Peru itself is an unbelievably beautiful country that I can highly
recommend to adventurous people who love exploring all kinds of landscapes. From mountains
and jungle to desert and beaches. And not only the landscapes impressed me, but also the
culture, the people, and the insanely good food. Nothing disappointed. But let’s start from the

beginning.

The application process with my partner university in Peru was very simple. I handed in all my
papers in Germany at Viadrina, and once everything was approved, I applied to PUCP in Lima.
This process was also very easy and supported by extremely helpful staff. Once I was accepted,
the information flow started immediately. The university sent out buddy programs with local
students, housing options, and all kinds of useful information to make the stay as pleasant as

possible.

When I arrived in Lima, I was welcomed very warmly together with all the other international
students at a welcome day. The university clearly did not shy away from making this day as
interesting and fun as possible. Local students and student groups had prepared shows and
activities to demonstrate Peruvian culture and hospitality and they absolutely succeeded. On
that day, I also met my buddy, whom I had already been in contact with via WhatsApp. This
was extremely helpful, as everything can be quite overwhelming on the first day, and my buddy

patiently answered all my questions even before my arrival.

The only organizational issue that turned out to be a bit difficult was the student visa. My
university had sent an email saying that it would be no problem to acquire the student visa once
in Peru. In hindsight, I should have just gotten the visa in Germany, but the idea of not having
to deal with German bureaucracy was simply too tempting. Turns out, Peruvian bureaucracy is

an even bigger challenge. Long story short: I ended up not being able to get a student visa.



However, I left the country before my 90 tourist days were over, and at the airport a very kind
lady who must have felt sorry for me granted me another 30 days. Everything turned out fine
in the end, but it’s definitely a mistake that is easy to avoid. I also learned that some universities

in Lima actually take over the entire visa process, unfortunately, mine was not one of them.

My accommodation was one of the places where I met people who grew very close to my heart.
In Lima, you can find accommodation starting at around 260 euros (which is what I paid) up to
500 euros, depending on the area and the apartment. My university sent several housing options,
including living with local families and websites for other arrangements. I lived with
Nomadroof, a student housing company that also organizes events and trips for international

students and I can only recommend them.

I'lived in one of their houses in Lince with five other students and a host mom. It was absolutely
perfect. We all had our own bathrooms, a shared kitchen and living room, and a beautiful
terrace. It was a simple house, but ideal for social people. We ended up doing almost everything
together, and my roommates quickly became family. Nomadroof offers many different
apartments and houses with varying sizes and levels of comfort, so there is something for
everyone. In my opinion, it’s worth looking into, especially because of the events and trips they

organize, which make socializing at the beginning of the semester very easy.

Lima itself has some beautiful districts. Barranco and Miraflores are the most famous (and
therefore the most expensive), but they are buzzing with bars, clubs, parks, and cafés, very
touristic, very lively, and full of energy. I lived in Lince, a more local Peruvian neighborhood.
It’s not right in the center, but because it’s not touristic, you’ll find many local markets and
restaurants with incredible food for very little money and beautiful parks. I absolutely loved
living there. The only downside is that when you want to go to Miraflores or Barranco, you
need to take the bus (around 25-50 cents, confusing at first but definitely an experience, I
recommend the app “Moovit” for navigating public transfer) or an Uber, which is also very

cheap at around 2—3 euros. I can highly recommend all three areas to live in.

My Peruvian partner university was absolutely incredible and unlike anything I had experienced
before. First of all, it felt like a city of its own. The campus was so big that finding my
classrooms for the first time was an adventure in itself and without help, I honestly don’t think
I would have made it. The university has everything: cafés, cafeterias, doctors, sports facilities,

amazing libraries, and bookshops.



I chose all my seminars in Spanish, which required some adjustment during the first weeks, but
it was absolutely worth it. This way, I attended classes with Peruvian students instead of only
international ones. All my professors were amazing and made the seminars incredibly
interesting. The courses were a mix of lectures, discussions, and presentations, which kept
things engaging. Attendance was mandatory for at least 70% of the classes, and we had to hand
in papers on reading material every three weeks, along with small presentations. The final grade

consisted of these papers, group work, presentations, as well as a midterm and final exam.

In addition to academic courses, the university offered tandem meetings to improve Spanish
and connect with local and international students. The range of activities was huge, from sports

and gyms to cultural events.

My free time in Lima was never boring. This city truly offers everything: bars, clubs, surfing,
paintball, cooking classes, and cultural sights. On weekends, my roommates and I almost never
stayed in Lima, because Peru has so much to offer and is very easy to explore thanks to
affordable night buses. We traveled to the Amazon jungle, the mountains for hiking, the desert

for sandboarding, and the coast for surfing. It never got boring, not even close.

Living costs in Lima are very affordable, depending on the area. Public transportation costs
around 2 soles (about 50 cents). And the food, absolutely top-notch. At local markets, you can
get a mentu del dia for about 3 euros, including a starter, a main course, and a drink. And yes,

the food never disappoints.

My stay in Lima, Peru, was perfection from beginning to end. I honestly don’t have a single
negative thing to say, except for the visa dilemma and my personal attempt to navigate
immigration and Interpol offices, which could have been very easily avoided by getting the visa

in Germany.

If you are looking for the perfect mix of good education, a beautiful and vibrant city with clubs
and bars, surfing before university, playing volleyball at the beach during sunset, and

adventurous road trips through mountains and jungle, then Peru is the place to choose.



