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Studying Abroad Experience Report 
 
 
1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?  

[✖️] Yes  [  ] No 

 
2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?  

[✖️] Yes  [  ] No 

 
3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)  

[✖️] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published  

 
4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property 

of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish 
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.  

[✖️] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine.  

 
  

We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long, 
there is no maximum):  
 

• Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How 
was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory 
and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?  

Visa and Insurance:  

Since I have insurance in Germany, I didn't need to have insurance in the Netherlands. However, I still had to 
check if my German insurance is also covered in the Netherlands, just in case. About Visa, it was a bit 
complicated in my case. I have a valid student Visa in Germany, so technically, I can stay for one semester in the 
Netherlands without needing to obtain a new student visa. However, I had to apply for a new student visa in the 
Netherlands because the University of Groningen does not support the process for non-EU students who have a 
valid Visa in EU countries. There is no immigration office in Groningen, so I had to travel to Zwolle or Amsterdam 
to apply, register biometrics, and receive the card.  

Travel:  

I used the Flixbus and Train to go to Groningen from Berlin. I would recommend Flixbus if you have a lot of 
luggage, because there is a direct bus that takes around 7 to 9 hours. But there are not many differences in the 
price of means of transportation. I could also take the flight to go to Amsterdam, but I didn’t because 1. The 
connection from Schiphol Airport to Groningen is neither convenient nor affordable. There is only one direct train 
in an hour, and it costs 35 euros or more. And it takes more than 3 hours to come to Groningen. 2. I wanted to use 
Green transport. 

Application Process: 

 The application process went well in my case; the incoming office at the University of Groningen was 
pleasant, and they typically respond to emails promptly. 

Introduction Event, Tutor Program: 

 There was a lot to do at the introduction event, including a city tour, bar hopping, and karaoke night, among 
other activities. Many students, including myself, made friends during these introductory weeks, which helped me 
get to know others. However, there are many events after the introduction weeks, so I would say I didn't need to 
rush or feel pressured to make a lot of friends or attend a party. There was also a tutor program, but it didn't work 
at all in my case. I received the email stating that I have assigned a tutor, but after receiving that email, I haven’t 
received any further news. 

• Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were 
there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend? 

I regret that I haven’t taken enough time to look through the accommodation in Groningen. Housing situation 
is very severe in Groningen, it was so hard to find affordable accommodation, and most international students 
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ended up choosing the housing from SSH, which is the student accommodation authority. I stayed in Winchodiep, 
but I WOULD NOT RECOMMEND IT. Because I had to share the kitchen with more than 25 people and the 
shower with 50+ people. Kitchen and common space were always dirty even though they were cleaned twice a 
week. There were Bedbugs and Mice too… 

The noise in Winschodiep was unbelievably loud. The building was prefabricated, and the wall was so thin 
that I could hear everything, including the sounds from others’ phones.  

Some of my friends and I reported the issue to the authorities about noise, bedbugs, and mice, but SSH just 
sent an email to the student informing them about cleanliness. And when I asked them about moving out due to 
unhygienic conditions, they said I cannot terminate the contract until the end of the semester without an 
authorized reason. 

• Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory? 
Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the 
course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall 
opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students?  

I really liked the University of Groningen overall; the lecturers were nice, and the other students were very 
attentive as well. I took some courses in American Studies, and the courses were really interesting to me because 
we could do a comparison between the US and the EU. A course consists of a lecture and a seminar. Lectures 
primarily covered the terms and provided some basic information about the topic, while the seminar consisted of 
discussions or presentations. I did not have any exams, but I submitted a weekly assignment and a term paper 
instead. Many courses are offered in English, allowing me to choose from a wide range of topics. However, since 
there were a large number of exchange/regular students at the University of Groningen, it was competitive to 
secure a place.  

• Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible 
monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time? 
What did you do?   

The costs of living were more expensive than in Berlin, I think the groceries are about 25% higher. And I paid 
580 euros per month for a room, which was the cheapest option I could find. I think around 1400 euros was 
needed per month to live in Groningen, including transportation and bike rental.  

Regarding free time, there aren't many things to do in Groningen, but I had a great time with friends there. You 
can find everything you need for living in the city center, and there are also some nice cafes and parks. When the 
weather is good, I often go to a café and park for a picnic, just to enjoy the sun. I also traveled in the Netherlands, 
although public transportation was not cheap. There is an island located an hour away from Groningen by bus, 
where I can enjoy a lot of nature and watch seals.  

• Conclusion: worst and best experience  

The worst experience was definitely with the room in Groningen; I have never lived in such poor conditions, 
with bedbugs, mice, and an unhygienic kitchen and bathroom. If I could choose the room again, I would choose 
Cornis, which has a private bathroom, thicker walls, and a shared kitchen with a smaller number of people (5-6). 
The price of Cornis is approximately 650 euros per month, but the hygienic conditions are significantly better than 
those in other places, provided by SSH. I had some friends who lived in Xior, which is provided by a different 
student housing authority in Groningen. This place is also clean and well-equipped, with a perfectly private 
bathroom and kitchen, but the prices are over 1,000 euros per month. 

The best experience was the time I spent with friends there; we went camping, hiking, and to the islands 
together. The Netherlands is home to a wealth of beautiful nature, and I was delighted to experience it with new 
friends.  

 


