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Studying Abroad Experience Report
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Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?
[x] Yes [ ]No

Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?
[X] Yes [ ] No

Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)
[X] Yes [ ] No — in this case your report won‘t be published

Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property
of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.

[x] Yes, | confirm that all photos are mine.

We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long,
there is no maximum):

Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How
was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory
and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?

Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were
there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend?

Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory?
Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the
course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall
opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students?

Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible
monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time?
What did you do?

Conclusion: worst and best experience

Preparation:

e As long as the applicant owns an EU residence permit/EU citizenship, there is no need to apply for a
visa or insurance. Although it is very crucial to contact the Italian Embassy in Berlin in order to get
an Italian tax code. It is mandatory to obtain it and is required everywhere (to conclude a rent
contract, to place an online order, for ESN events and even for loyalty cards in supermarkets (!)).
There is also an option to do it upon arrival. For EU citizens, the process flows faster and more
flawlessly (a single E-Mail to the agency). For non-EU citizens, there is an obligation to go to
questura (local police station) and the process takes way longer. My personal recommendation is to
reach out to the Italian Embassy in advance, preferably a month before the departure.

e The application process is relatively simple. Moreover, the hosting university (University of
Bergamo) organizes a meeting where the process is explained in detail and where any participant can
ask questions. Additionally, during this meeting, the organizers shared all the information about the
university campuses and facilities.



Country: Italy
University abroad: University of Bergamo
Beginning of lectures and end of exams abroad: 01/09/2025 until 03/02/2026

EUROPA-UNIVERSITA
VIADRINA
FRANKFURT (ODER)

Study path at Viadrina: IBWL [x] BA [] MA

Viadrina
International
Affairs

There was an introductory event, as | mentioned before, after which the organizers sent all the
presentations in case of absence, therefore the event is not obligatory to attend. The event took place
before the departure, approximately in June.

There was also a Welcome Day in the beginning of September, where the freshly arrived Erasmus
students could explore more about the university initiatives (ESN, AEGEE, CUS and etc.). Besides,
there Erasmus students could receive more information regarding the bus passes/tariffs,
accommodation services and tax code.

There was a buddy program, for which the student should apply in advance.

Accommodation:

I found the accommodation using the platform called “idealista”. There is also accommodation service
provided by the university called “cerco alloggio”. It is safer and easier to look for accommodation
with their help since they find a place according to the preferences of the applicants. Their service
costs 100 euros and paid after a successfully found accommodation. Unfortunately, I reached out to
them quite late and there were no accommodations which could meet my preferences, so I used
“idealista”. By searching for a place via “idealista”, it is very crucial to distinguish valid offers from
scams. The scams are very frequent there. Simple rules should be followed in order to avoid fraudulent
offers:
1. No money transfer before signing a contract.
A video call with the landlord is recommended.
3. The landlords who preferred communication via emails turned out to be fraudulent in
most of the cases.
I was renting a room in a shared apartment with 2 other flatmates. The rent was 380 not including the
electricity and water bills. All together it made 410 — 450 euros.
The location of a potential accommodation directly depends on the campus of studies. It is highly
recommended to live closer to the city center and in proximity to the campus. The public transportation
(busses) in Bergamo are running inconsistently. The area close to Caniana campus (Economics and
Law department) is very demanded and very beneficial due to proximity to the train station, the places
where most of the events take part at and city center.

Studying at the university abroad:

The daily life at the university was flexible and well arranged. The attendance was not mandatory, but
highly recommended.

I did not have an experience of taking the courses from the other faculties, though I took subjects from
the Master's program while studying in Bachelor's.

There is an obligation (as at Viadrina) to register for the exams via university website (Sportello
Internet). The deadline is 5-7 days before the exam.

The subjects were well organized, although it is to expect that the professors run late to the lectures
(even to the exams!).

There was a language course offered at the university, however I stopped attending it since there were
up to 40 participants and I did not see any benefits out of it.
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Day to day life and free time:

e Living costs in Bergamo made 700-800 euros per month on average. My personal recommendation is
to attend to the events organized by ESN and AEGEE. There are a lot of opportunities to socialize and
participate in cultural events such as ceramic workshop, hikes to Orobic alps and etc.

Conclusion:

e My best experience was hiking with ESN since I am fond of mountains and the worst: handling with
the public transportation.



