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Studying Abroad Experience Report

1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?
[x]Yes [ ]No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?
[x]Yes [ ]No

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)
[x]Yes[]No —in this case your report won't be published

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property
of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.

[ x1Yes, | confirm that all photos are mine.

Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel?
How was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they
obligatory and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?

Preparation:

When it comes to travel, it is advisable to plan flights early and arrive a few days before the official program starts to
acclimatize to the new environment. There is plenty of time to explore the city during the semester, but arriving earlier
helps ensure accommodation is sorted, and all necessities are purchased—a true blessing for a smooth start.

| applied for a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) to ensure access to necessary healthcare while studying
abroad. TBS-Education also provided us with contact information for an English-speaking doctor in case of
emergencies, which added an extra layer of security. Purchasing an International Student Identity Card (ISIC) is
also beneficial for student discounts.

Application Process at TBS-Education:

The application process at TBS-Education was smooth and well-structured. We were required to select our courses
on a first-come, first-served basis in accordance to our preferences. The international coordinator sent us emails
detailing the next steps of the application process, and the TBS team was readily available to address any questions
or doubts that arose.

Introduction events:

TBS-Education provided optional online pre-arrival meetings to address student questions and provide valuable
guidance regarding the required documents and accommodation options around the campus. These meetings were
also recorded, offering flexibility for those unable to attend live. After the arrival, we participated in two obligatory
introduction events (mid-September) on campus and we also had an opportunity to take part in a guided trip around
Barcelona organized by the international coordinator. These events were an excellent opportunity to familiarize
ourselves with the TBS campus and connect with fellow students.

To make the experience more pleasant, TBS gave us access to their lately launched app, which provided updates and
essential information regarding our schedules, sport activities, deadlines and many more. Although there was no
formal Buddy Program, TBS students created a lively group called Bacheloneta, which organized social activities and
fostered peer support.

Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided?
Were there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you
recommend?

The university recommended several student accommodations near its location, but the prices were quite high. |
managed to find a more affordable option on my own by posting a notice in a Facebook group for Erasmus students in
Barcelona. Based on my pleasant experience, | highly recommend searching for flats through Facebook. However, |
strongly advise against paying any money before seeing the flat in person and signing a contract, as there are many
scams online.
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| lived near Plaza de Espanya, one of the central squares of Barcelona, which | would highly recommend as a
location. The area offers excellent metro connections, numerous parks, and supermarkets nearby. It is also very
convenient for travel—just 40 minutes to the airport via a single bus. Commuting to the university initially felt like a bit
of a struggle (40 minutes) additionally | had to change metro lines once, but after a few weeks, | got used to it. My rent
was €400 per month, which was very reasonable for the area and a great deal, especially for city like Barcelona.

Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory?
Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links
to the course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your
overall opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange
students?

Studying at the university abroad:

The campus at TBS Education is modern and well-designed, featuring large windows that create the feeling of being
outdoors all the time. There are many spaces for students to relax and work, including two terraces with seating,
multiple areas for informal study or socializing with friends, and rooms that can be booked for individual or group study
sessions. The library is fantastic, with access to a wide range of books, papers, and other resources. The campus also
prioritizes sustainability, with indoor plants and a system that reuses water from watering the plants to flush the toilets.
The facilities include a well-equipped kitchen, a cafeteria, lecture rooms, and an IT desk for technical support.
Additionally, there are student service desks, a printing room, and a computer room, providing everything needed for a
comfortable and productive campus life.

As TBS Education is a business school, we did not have the option to take courses from different faculties. Students
are required to select their study path and functional skills in advance. Attendance was mandatory, and we were
issued ID cards. At every lecture, we had to swipe our cards upon arrival to mark our attendance. Evaluation
consisted of a combination of written exams, oral presentations, individual/group projects, Moodle tests, and
continuous assessment during the classes, with the exact format varying by course. Overall, the exam structure
followed the typical format for university exams.

We were given the opportunity to take part in a two-week intensive Spanish online course for beginners before arriving
in Barcelona, which helped prepare us for life in the city. Additionally, for students looking to continue their Spanish
journey, language courses were available. The greatest advantage was that they were fully taught in Spanish,
providing immersion in the language, which greatly facilitated the quicker grasping of new phrases and vocabulary.

Overall, my experience at TBS Education was really pleasant. The university took excellent care of exchange
students, providing support with administrative tasks and creating opportunities for students to connect through
various events. They organized trips, facilitated sports activities, and even arranged study weekends at the university,
making it easy to meet new people and stay engaged both academically and socially.

Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible
monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free
time? What did you do?

Day to day life and free time:

In terms of living costs, | would compare prices to those in Poland. Fruit and vegetables were surprisingly affordable,
which was a pleasant bonus since it allowed me to explore a wide variety of new options. | spent around €800-€900
per month, covering my rent, food, and other daily expenses.

Public transportation in Barcelona was also budget-friendly. | paid around €45 for a 90-day T-jove card (Transports
Metropolitans de Barcelona - TMB), which gave me unlimited access to all metro, bus, and tram lines within 6 zones.

When it comes to free time, Barcelona and its surroundings offer a wealth of activities. | participated in two hiking trips
(Montserrat and Mont Rebei Canyon), visited Andorra, and explored marvellous Valencia. These trips allowed me to
meet incredible people from all over the world. One of my most memorable experiences was trying Sunset Paddle
Surf, which was truly breathtaking and unforgettable. Barcelona is a city where every day presents an opportunity for
adventure, and it's impossible to get bored. | loved walking around the city, getting lost in its streets, and discovering
new hidden gems. It is definitely not my last time visiting this outstanding place.
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Conclusion: worst and best experience
Looking back on my time in Barcelona, | can honestly say that | did not have any negative encounters.

The best part was the constant sense of adventure and the wide variety of activities | had the chance to enjoy. From
hiking in breathtaking locations to exploring new cities, ticking off a new country from my list, and, of course, trying
Sunset Paddle Surf—every day brought something new. On top of that, | had the opportunity to meet wonderful
people from all over the world, building connections that made my time even more meaningful. The vibrant culture,
stunning architecture, and the chance to immerse myself in both the language and the city made it an unforgettable
journey.




