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tWith a double click you can edit the information above!

Studying Abroad Experience Report

1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonomiously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?
[x]Yes [ ]No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?
[x]Yes [ ]No

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)
[x]Yes[]No—in this case your report won't be published

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property
of athird party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.

[ x]Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine.

We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long,
there is no maximum):

e Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How
was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory
and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?

e Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were
there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend?

e Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory?
Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the
course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall
opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students?

e Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible
monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time?
What did you do?

e Conclusion: worst and best experience

e Suggestions/Feedback: In your opinion, how can we improve our exchange program especially considering
consulting, information, application process at the Viadrina? — This section is just for the department of
international affairs of the Viadrina and will not be published.

If you are considering UCC and Cordoba for your exchange, | can only recommend it and say go for it.
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Main information:

You will do a double degree, which means that you will have to take almost all the subjects of the 5th year. There are
about 10 in total. | had 8 subjects in the 1st semester and 6 in the second. There are subjects that go throughout the
whole year (teologia, proyectos de invercion, plan de negocios). | also took the spanish course in the 1st semester.

If you're choosing between other options, let me tell you why I liked UCC so far:

Things

private university and a lot of students have family businesses, so the subjects that you will take are very
practice oriented and start up related.

| felt quite safe in Cordoba most of the time. If you follow all the basic common sense rules, you will have no
trouble. There will be a security related presentation at the beginning of the year.

the city is full of students, so the nightlife is good if you're into it (they play mainly reggaeton and cumbia).
There are also many events happening in the city and around, so it is hever boring.

Cordoba is a big city, so it has many advantages in comparison to the smaller ones. That's a good opportunity
to take advantage of it and use the big city opportunities for your hobbies, for example.

it is quite convenient to travel from Cordoba by bus around Argentina.

you will stay there for 10 months, which | honestly found a bit too long. Somewhere around 7-8 months
would've been perfect, but now | can say that | lived in Argentina for 10 months and know for sure that | liked it
and don't regret not going and wondering whether I'd like it or not.

if you're going this far for an exchange, why not make the most out of it? So do a double degree and stay for
as long as possible. This was my train of thought.

my Spanish is now very fluent, and | don't have to think much before speaking and know a lot more about
local cultures.

my favorite subjects were proyectos de inversion and gestion de operaciones. In the gestion de operaciones
we went to different manufacturing plants in Cordoba, and we're given excursions, which | found cool. | don't
know if there is something similar at Viadrina.

Seminar de negocios is a subject that goes together with proyectos de inversion and is also about creating
startups and has all the necessary info, kind of like what the Griindungszentrum is offering.

the people are very nice and welcoming, nicest people I've ever met.
If you’re into football, you will love it for obvious reasons.

If you’re a celiac or lactose intolerant, | found it quite nice here. The Mensa has vegan options that might fit
your diet. There are some supermarkets that have a wide range of food for different kinds of diets. The
events organized by the international office were top-level, and | always got good food options during
events for exchange students. There was even an event where we made empanadas, and | was also able to
participate, even though | cannot eat gluten and lactose.

| did before coming:
Apostille of the high school diploma

you will be given the scholarship the latest 2 months after your arrival. | spent about 1000 EUR per month
including rent, so be sure to have some money for the first couple of months until you will get paid

buying tickets and medical insurance
Reserving an Airbnb for the first month

applying for the visa (you need Polizeiliches Fihrungszeugnis translated AND with the apostille! | did not
know that it needed the apostille, and it caused me a lot of stress. Here is what the consulate said:"das
polizeiliches muss Flhrungszeugnis mit der Haager Apostille beglaubigt sein und von einem beeidigten
Ubersetzer ins Spanische (ibersetzt werden muss. Die Apostille erhalten Sie beim Bundesamt fur Auswartige
Angelegenheiten (https://bfaa.diplo.de/bfaa-de/service/ApostillenundBeglaubigungen) Die Bearbeitungszeit
dort dauert mindestens 6 Wochen!”



https://bfaa.diplo.de/bfaa-de/service/ApostillenundBeglaubigungen
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Or maybe you can ask for it with an apostille right away instead of waiting for the document and getting the
apostille apart.

a Western Union account is very recommended.

try to solve all your health issues before coming here. Also read terms and conditions of the health insurance
you're purchasing! ADAC makes reimbursements starting from 100 EUR and only what's above that amount.
So if you paid 160 EUR, you'll be given 60.

Try to start learning Argentinian Spanish in advance. | didn't get many things in the beginning because of the
accent, the voseo and how different they all are. Aimost every subject has group work, so you will have to
work with the locals, who speak very quickly and don't like to adjust to foreigners.

It took me about 2 months to get adjusted to the accent and be able to understand what is happening and
what people want from me. From that point | was very fluent, but the key was making good friends with the
Latinos and not only hanging out with Europeans or US people.

Also, if you can - try to watch a couple of videos about economics and business administration. It took me a
while to understand what is happening in classes because | did not know the terminology, so | feel like
preparing in advance would serve you a lot. The subject of accounting (contabilidad) could help you a lot with
the terminology, it is taken in the first semester at the UCC.

| was not very well integrated by the local students and this was a struggle throughout the whole stay. If you
can come with a friend or can get to know someone from UCC at Viadrina before coming, it might help a lot.

I had no problems making friends among the international students, but it was a struggle with the local
students.

| did not investigate well on the climate, so | didn't know how cold it gets in winter (our summer). It gets VERY
cold in winter, also very humid, don't underestimate it and bring warm clothes.

| was lucky to bring my winter jacket, only because it was cold in Germany when | was leaving.

Clothes here are quite expensive, and | found the quality not so good. Other things that | found more
expensive than in Germany is makeup, skincare, electronics.

if you can get a vaccine from dengue, | would recommend getting it. The mosquitoes here transmit it, and you
will need to use the repellent. But just in case, I'd get the vaccine.

| already did 2 other exchange semesters before (all in my bachelors), so | already had some experience in
moving and adapting to new environments. So if you feel afraid, going for a shorter exchange closer to your
country first might be a good idea. Then you will have more confidence and it won't seem that overwhelming.

Beginning of the year/semester

You can ask the secretary if you can take some another subject instead of impuestos II. | took marketing
estratégico from 4th year, and it was ok, maybe there is something better that you'd like.

You will have to choose between the morning (D) and afternoon (B) catedra. | chose the morning one in
hopes of fixing my sleeping schedule, but was wrong. Still | would prefer it over the afternoon catedra.

on one of the first days, talk to some of the people in the class and ask who is the main person in the class
responsible for the communication between the secretary/professors and the students. They will add you to
the catedras whatsapp group. This way you will know if something is up, if a class is cancelled and whether
the classroom has been changed.

go and talk to professors at the beginning of every semester and ask if there are special conditions for
international students. Some subjects like proyectos de inversion are very heavy in text in the parciales, so
the professor usually makes them less text saturated and more practice cases like.

Other professors might allow you to take your notes and use them in the parciales or final exams, like materia
optativa in the 2nd semester.

The international office will offer you an advanced spanish course. They say that the spanish course is
“advanced”, but in reality, it starts at intermediate, so if you are confident in your grammar, it will be a waste of
time academically. It is also like 3 hours per week, so if you have a lot on your plate, maybe you should not
take it. The professor, however, is a very nice, and it is worth going there if you want another chance to
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connect with the internationals. In my course, we had a girl from the US, many French people and a couple of
Brazilian girls.

Getting a DNI, residence permit, after arrival might be a good decision if you are planning to use mercado
pago, make payments online and other things. Many things are not yet optimized for foreigners, and in many
places you are asked your DNI (I just used my passport number and it worked most of the time).

Apartment

ask your landlord if you can pay for the whole stay in advance and get a discount.

| really liked Nueva Cordoba and would suggest looking for apartments in this specific area, the closer to
patio olmos - the better. Because you will have to go to the university by bus 30—-40 minutes one way every
day. And the numbers are 30 and 34 which pass by close to patio olmos. Also, everything you need is located
nearby. Many people were also renting close to Plaza Espafia, but personally it is not my favorite place
because of how loud it gets around nighttime.

| also know that a lot of people lived on the Chacabuco street, you might want to consider it as well.

I've rented an Airbnb for the first 2 weeks of march and found an apartment, but it was available from the
beginning of April. So maybe it is a good idea to rent an Airbnb for a month so that you start directly from the
beginning of the month, because many long term apartments are renter for months, and it might be difficult to
find an apartment in the middle of the month.

Studies

List of subjects:

curso Cdodigo Asignatura Condicién cursada
5 10049 SEMINARIO DE GESTION DE OPERACIONES m Aprobada $2-2024
5 10050 iigll:héAs?cl)C;lEngCTUALlZACIONYTENDENC\AS m Aprobada 51-2024
5 10051 IMPUESTOS II
5 10052 TALLER DE CONTABILIDAD PARA LA GESTION m Aprobada 51-2024
5 20044 MATERIA OPTATIVA m Aprobada $2-2024
5 20045 TALLER DE NEGOCIACION m Aprobada 52-2024
5 20046 DIRECCION Y ESTRATEGIA DE EMPRESAS m Aprobada S51-2024
5 00164 SEMINARIO DE PLAN DE NEGOCIOS m Aprobada A-2024
5 00154 PROYECTOS DE INVERSION m Aprobada A-2024
5 00376 FORMACION TEOLOGICA Il m Aprobada A-2024

PLUS marketing estrategico of 4th year and advanced Spanish course, both in Semester 1. The column “cursada”

means when the course was taken - S1 stands for 1st semester, S2 for 2nd semester and A for annual.

exam dates (IN MY CASE, | do not know if they change from year to year):

1st semester: last 2 weeks of June


https://www.google.com/maps/place/Patio+Olmos+Shopping/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x9432a32dcf5d747f:0x40373220b29140ac!8m2!3d-31.4198807!4d-64.1882429!16s%2Fm%2F07k86k5!19sChIJf3Rdzy2jMpQRrECRsiAyN0A?authuser=0&hl=en&rclk=1
https://maps.app.goo.gl/BMXBxzVVU62Wh8Zx5
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2nd semester: last 2 weeks of November + some days of December

for the subject gestion de operaciones (2nd semester) you will need some local friends with cars who will
bring you to the manufacturing plants. So make sure to make some friends to not spend money on taxis.
Some taxis don't even go that far.

If you'd like to get to know the society better, | recommend participating at the RSU project offered by the
teologia subject. It is mostly optional, but | found it a good extracurricular activity.

The midterms (or parciales) are defined personally by every professor, so there is no special week or two
for midterms, but rather they are spread throughout the whole semester. Some subjects even have 3
parciales.

“Promocion” was explained in other reports, but you will be given an explanation at the beginning of the
semester anyway. Try to get it, but even if you don't, it's not the end of the world.

Social life

when you're in your 2nd semester - go to all the events offered by the university for international students
during the intro week. This is your opportunity to get to know the new guys and not feel left out.

there is a “club” called Mundolingo that organizes meet-ups at a Brobar where you can practice languages
and get to know different people.

Campus and university

You will have to go to the campus by bus. It takes about 35—40 minutes one way. As of 2024, itis only
possible to top it up with cash in kioskos or special blue booths. | prefer the blue booths because they are
designated for topping up the card, whereas not every kiosko has the option, and even if they do, they often
do not have the saldo.

| was not a fan of the unis Mensa. It was super pricey (starting from 5.5 EUR) and the dishes were not very
nice. There are vegan, premium and economic options, but | found the price/quality ratio underwhelming.
They got microwaves, though, in case if you want to bring your own food.

You can rent books at the library, but mostly for 2 weeks, and then you need to ask for an extension exactly
on the last day, which | found very annoying. The extension can be done through their WhatsApp bot, which
you can find on the website.

Travelling

The best time to travel is in July and starting from the 2nd week of December because you don't have classes
nor finals (unless you failed).

| travelled to Mendoza, Tucuman and Buenos Aires during my stay. Would recommend all of them, though
Tucuman is more of an industrial province, but it still has a lot to offer.

If you are considering getting a ticket back from Buenos Aires, take into account having to change the
airports, which can be quite pricey. You can use the taxi which can charge you somewhere around 80 USD,
or use Tienda Leon, like | did, and pay only 10 USD. You can check the website of Tienda Leon and see the
offers they have for transfers between the airports. | used the service only once on my way back home and
had no issues — the bus was nice, it left at the right time and came to the EZE airport from Aeroparque quite
quickly. If you plan to stay overnight at the EZE airport, they have sleeping pods available for 3, 6, 9 hours. |
also used their service on the way back home and can only recommend them.

Finances

don't believe people who say that life here is super cheap and that the exchange rate is in your favor, unless
that person is from Argentina. During my stay, the prices have risen drastically. You can see prices rise even
if the dollar rate is going down. One example is empanadas - they cost 700 ARS when | arrived and went up
to 1400 when | was leaving. The bus trips also have risen from 700 to 1200, which | found a lot, even with the
DAAD scholarship.

if you're considering working remotely while staying there - it is possible. I'd recommend doing a minijob in the
1st semester (having to adapt and many tough subjects), and do 20h in the 2nd semester.

Paper work


https://www.instagram.com/mundolingo/
https://biblioteca.ucc.edu.ar/
https://mypodcapsule.com/
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o my high-school diploma had an apostille in a language that is non-existent in Cordoba. So there was no one
who could translate the apostille from my language to Spanish. What | did was translate it to German and then
make a translation of the translation, and it worked.

e The international office will give you an instruction to do the tramite regarding your highschool diploma. First
step is to get an appointment, where you will have to go to a specific website (you will be provided the link).
Important tip: if you always get the message that there are no appointments available, try at the time
between 9 am and 5 pm on weekdays, it should work.

Final thoughts

I can only recommend doing the double degree at the UCC. It was a very nice experience, | got to know many nice
people from different countries and learnt a lot about their cultures. Cordoba is a fairly safe city with many things to
offer, Argentina is a very cool country to travel around and the university has some great courses which you can use
in your professional life and your Spanish will improve a lot.



