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Studying Abroad Experience Report

1)

2)

3)

4)

Are we allowed to publish your report anonomiously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?
[x 1Yes [ x] No

Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?
[x]Yes [ ]No

Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of athird party (lecturer, landlord etc.)
[x]1Yes[] No —in this case your report won‘t be published

Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property
of athird party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish
the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.

[x ] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine.

We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long,
there is no maximum):

Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance,
travel? How was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events?
Were they obligatory and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?

Preparing for the exchange at Universidad Catélica de Cérdoba (UCC) required thorough planning. As
an international student, securing a student visa was essential. The process involved submitting proof of
enrollment, financial stability, and a background check. It is advisable to start the visa application at least
three months in advance, as processing times can vary. | must add that this was my special case because
| decided to do a visa in advance. It can very from student to student and depends on your nationality.

Health insurance was mandatory, and UCC required proof of international coverage. | opted for a global
student health insurance plan, which covered medical expenses, emergency repatriation, and liability.
Argentina also offers local student insurance options, but | recommend an international plan for broader
coverage.

Flights to Cérdoba were best booked early, as ticket prices fluctuate. | traveled via Buenos Aires and took
a domestic flight to Cordoba, though bus options were available as a cheaper alternative.

The application process at UCC was straightforward but required careful attention to deadlines.
Documents such as transcripts, proof of language proficiency (if applicable), and motivation letters were
required.

Upon arrival, UCC organized mandatory orientation events for international students. These sessions
covered academic expectations, cultural adaptation, and university services.

The university also offered a Buddy Program, which paired exchange students with local students to help
with integration. My buddy helped me navigate campus life and recommended great local spots.
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Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be
avoided? Were there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would
you recommend?

Finding accommodation in Coérdoba was a learning experience. UCC did not provide on-campus housing,
so students had to arrange their own accommodations. There were three main options:

Shared student apartments — Affordable, social, and convenient.
Private apartments — More expensive but offered independence.
Homestays — A great way to experience local culture and improve Spanish skills.

| found my accommodation through Facebook groups and local rental websites. Prices varied, but a
shared apartment cost between $100-$250 USD per month. | recommend living near Nueva Cordoba, a
student-friendly area with easy access to UCC and vibrant nightlife.

Tip: Avoid paying deposits before visiting the apartment. Always check rental contracts carefully to avoid
hidden costs.

Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance
mandatory? Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties?
Please attach links to the course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language
courses? What is your overall opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care
of international/exchange students?

UCC provided a welcoming academic environment with small class sizes and engaging lectures.
Attendance policies varied by course, but participation was highly encouraged. | enrolled in the MBA
program and took fixed courses from their list. My subjects were different, related to Finance, Operations,
General Management. | especially can recommend the course about Innovations.

Exchange students could take courses from different faculties, making it flexible. The full course list was
available at UCC'’s official website.

Exams were mostly a mix of written tests, essays, and presentations. Some courses had oral exams,
which required good preparation.

The university offered Spanish language courses, which were very useful for daily interactions. UCC’s
International Office was very supportive, providing assistance with academic and administrative
concerns.

Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be
accessible monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do
in their free time? What did you do?

The cost of living in Cordoba was affordable compared to Europe. On average, | spent $600-$800 USD
per month, excluding trips, covering:

Rent: $250-$350

Food & Groceries: $150-$250
Public Transport: $15-$30

Leisure & Entertainment: $100-$200

Public transportation included buses and taxis, with a monthly transport card costing around $50 USD.
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There was plenty of activities available in Argentina, so | traveled and joined the flying school.
e Conclusion: worst and best experience
Best Experience
The friendliness of locals and the cultural immersion were my highlights. | built strong friendships and

truly experienced Argentinian life. The university also fostered a great learning environment with engaging
professors.

Worst Experience

The biggest challenge was the bureaucracy with visas and paperwork. Delays in processing documents
were frustrating, but the university helped navigate these issues.

e Suggestions/Feedback: In your opinion, how can we improve our exchange program especially
considering consulting, information, application process at the Viadrina? — This section is just for the
department of international affairs of the Viadrina and will not be published.

To improve the exchange experience, Viadrina could provide:

More pre-departure and during study support — Especially when it comes to the responsible department
for Latin American Universities. All the struggles | was left alone with, but maybe it was my personal case.

Stronger networking with alumni — Connecting outgoing students with previous exchange students for
firsthand advice.

Additional Spanish language prep — A short Spanish course before departure would be helpful.

Overall, my time at UCC in Cérdoba was incredible, and | highly recommend it to future students.



