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Studying Abroad Experience Report


1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonomiously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)? 
[X] Yes  [  ] No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request? 
[X] Yes  [  ] No

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.) 
[X] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published 

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all. 
[X] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine. 

	
We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long, there is no maximum): 

· Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors? 
· Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend?
· Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory? Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students? 
· Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time? What did you do?  
· Conclusion: worst and best experience 
· Suggestions/Feedback: In your opinion, how can we improve our exchange program especially considering consulting, information, application process at the Viadrina? – This section is just for the department of international affairs of the Viadrina and will not be published. 









The Report:

Hungary was a very unknown place to me before Erasmus. I have chosen this country because of its cheap rental and other prices at the beginning but it turned out to be one of the most amazing experiences in my whole life. 
Before my Erasmus, I was not able to know much information about this country or city (Pecs) because I was the first student to go there in the last few years, thus I am glad to share my experience with everyone who might be interested.
The preparations to go to Pecs, Hungary are extremely easy. After I got the acceptance letter, I applied for the dormitory, which was online and quite easy to follow, then I packed my suitcase and left to Hungary when the time came. For the Visa, upon arrival it is obligatory to pay a visit to the immigration office within 30 days for EU and non-EU nationals to apply for a residence permit. For non-EU nationals, you will have to pay 18000 Hungarian forints (around 50 Euros) to apply for a visa but from Hungary, you do not have to apply beforehand. You need a financial proof represented by your grant agreement and bank statements for the last three months, your European health insurance card, your German residence permit, your matriculation certificate from Viadrina and your study certificate from the study department of your faculty in Pecs. You can get the last document after the orientation week.
The spring semester starts around the 27th of January and the lectures start around the 10th of February at least for the business faculty. From the 27th of January until the 9th of February, there are some events offered by ESN as well as orientation events offered by the university. The orientation days are quite informative, you receive your Neptun code (Neptun is an online platform for studies just like Moodle) and you get informed about the deadlines for course registration and everything. Neptun is basically your life there. Paying the rent, signing up for courses and exams, doing some tasks, accessing eduroam wifi and much more can be done through that platform.
The accommodation is not as luxurious as in Germany but still very good. In most of the countries including Hungary you will have to share the room. One of the main reasons why I chose Hungary was because it offered the best dormitory conditions out of many countries in central and eastern Europe. If you would like to live the best out of your Erasmus life, I recommend the dorm I lived in which is Szanto dormitory (anyways, they put all the Erasmus students there). There are two kinds of rooms, rooms that are in a two-room apartments, each room has two students so in total four students per apartment and there are rooms that share the kitchen and the bathrooms with the whole floor. Most of the Erasmus students live on the 0 floor (Best floor ever). He rent is quite cheap, it costs 40000 Hungarian forints per month and that is around 120 euros. There are cleaning ladies that clean your apartment once a week and they change your bed sheets once every two weeks. The cleaning standards are not perfect but livable. At the end it depends on how clean you and your block mates are. There are study rooms (they were not available during my Erasmus) and many corridor parties that are unforgettable. The dorm is about 3 km away from the city centre. There are also fire alarms, so, do not smoke inside or burn some oil, they are quite sensitive.
Regarding the university, personally, I have not liked the courses structure very much as it demands so much work between group assignments, reports, mid-terms, presentations and so on. Attendance is also mandatory in most cases. It was not very bad for me as I have taken only two courses (Business Simulation Workshop and Human Resources Management). Unfortunately, I will not be able to attach a course catalogue as the course offers for Erasmus students change every semester but rest assured that you will definitely find courses that you need as they have a wide variety of courses in each faculty. You can find the catalogue of each semester online on their website.
The cost of living in Pecs is cheap as the rent is cheap. Grocery shopping prices are approximately the same as in Germany in supermarkets like Netto or Lidl (they even have Lidl and Aldi there) Tesco was my favourite though. Going out cannot be cheaper. One beer at a bar is around 1 to 1.50 euros. Restaurants, it depends but Slubice is still cheaper when it comes to that. Public transport is cheap too, you can buy a monthly ticket for around 11 or 12 euros while one bus ticket from a tobacco shop is around 1 euro. To buy the student’s monthly ticket, you need your student certificate from the registrar office at the faculty of law. Going to Budapest costs around 7.5 euros each way for students (do not forget your student certificate). Airbnb can be quite cheap if you are going in groups. And public buses to other towns can be super cheap too. I am not a smoker but my smoker friends told me that tobacco is not that much cheaper than other European countries.
I would like to talk about the fun part now, ESN is very great there, they organize events every single week so you could never be bored (try not to take many classes so that you could enjoy these events). Ice skating, laser tag, hiking, trips, country presentations, karaoke nights, parties, spa nights and much more is offered to students, it is sometimes overwhelming to attend all of the events haha. The university has around 20000 to 25000 students and they all live in the city, so you could expect to meet many students at each event. For nature lovers like me, there are some hiking trails to try which are very gorgeous, a lake called Orfu (hike there please) which costs around half a euro to get there and you could swim if you want. That lake is very charming. If you are a mountain enthusiast, you can get many amazing views from the top of some hills there. Go to Balaton Lake (around 3 to 3.5 hours by bus), Villany (wine village, around an hour away) and to Budapest of course. You can never have enough of Budapest with its river parties and dancing fountain and palaces. Due to Corona, I have not had the chance to explore more or go to other countries but I still had so much fun with my friends on the 0 floor. It feels like a big family living in the same house with many rooms. The security guys can be a bit of a hassle when it comes to parties if someone complained but that happens everywhere even in AB. Clubs are fun and cheap (around 2-3 euros entry fees). Trafik is the pop/Spanish songs, Pecsi Est is the techno club and a couple more you should visit. Bars like Csinos and Nappali are the students bars and there is a hundred more. There is a bonfire place around 5.5 km from the dorm which has a magical view and an amazing atmosphere, make sure to go with your friends there.

Food: make sure to try some of their traditional dishes like Goulash or Langos and many more other dishes. Drinks, do not forget to try Palinka. It is some kind of liquor that is made out of fruits and plants. There are different kinds of Palinka depending on which fruits and plants are made. There is also a drink called Unicum which I have not tried after so many negative opinions about it but that is one of my regrets there  . Partying in front of the cathedral sounds odd but there is a huge space and a lovely park, do not forget to take your JBL speaker with you. And give it a try, I am sure you will love it.

I am glad that I have met such amazing people there, a family indeed. Students from all over the world were there and with so many possibilities to enjoy the time there. My best memories were made in the corridor with my friends hanging out and being crazy and stupid. The deep talks, the support, the challenges we made even during stressful times like Corona time were unforgettable in the best possible sense. The worst experience was that my flat had some cockroaches but then we reported that and the control came and the problem was solved as well as sharing the room with a stranger can be challenging depending on how flexible you are. I was not very lucky with my roommate but that did not ruin my Erasmus experience because the pluses definitely outweigh the minuses. 
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