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Studying Abroad Experience Report


1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonomiously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)? 
[X] Yes  [  ] No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request? 
[X] Yes  [  ] No

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.) 
[X] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published 

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all. 
[X] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine. 

	
We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long, there is no maximum): 

· Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors? 
· Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend?
· Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory? Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students? 
· Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time? What did you do?  
· Conclusion: worst and best experience 
· Suggestions/Feedback: In your opinion, how can we improve our exchange program especially considering consulting, information, application process at the Viadrina? – This section is just for the department of international affairs of the Viadrina and will not be published. 


I would recommend applying for a visa, if you require one (i.e. you do not hold citizenship for an EU country), the moment you receive confirmations that you are accepted for the programme, as it can be long and daunting. You would not receive an immediate reply from the government agencies and at times it may be in a foreign language. However, the University is really helpful and the international office would be able to assist you with this. 
I also recommend applying for a tutor at ELTE, as the processes and platforms can be confusing – particularly since a lot of information, such as when the exams are, were at times given in Hungarian on the system. It will be nice to have a buddy to consult.  
Upon arrival, you would be required to register for a residence permit. The partner university was extremely helpful. Nonetheless, please read the small prints of the website when you apply as there are a lot of different categories and while the university would point you to one (that is most commonly applicable, to most ERASMUS students), it may not be the one you need. Also, to apply for a residence permit, you are required to have a valid lease agreement – which you would also have to submit to the university. As such, I highly recommend having an apartment within the first week of arrival. I would explain why in the next paragraph. 
One of the best ways to avoid the craze of looking for an apartment at the start of semester is to apply for a dormitory. However, in Budapest, you are required to share your dormitory room with one other person, under normal circumstances. As I value my privacy and would prefer to have a private apartment, I did not opt to live in a dormitory. 
I found my accommodation privately – through a friend who was here in Viadrina for exchange last previously. As aforementioned, I advise finding accommodation before the start of the semester, i.e. as soon as you confirm your visa (if applicable) and flights. This way, you could avoid high prices of applying for an accommodation upon arrival. Be prepared to pay anything between 200 to 500 euros a month for rent. Do take note that there are a lot of agencies offering to help you look for an apartment. You may engage their services if it is more convenient for you, however, do not that they do charge a fee for that. Read through your contracts very carefully, especially if you engage an agency, as there can be a ton of hidden fees – from compulsory monthly cleaning fees, to moving in fees, moving out fees. I would recommend living near the university, although transport is really convenient. 
Transport in Budapest is not very different from that in Berlin. However, there will be no random checks from the ticket inspectors on the train. Also, unlike Amsterdam London or New York, you are not required to have the ticket scanned upon entry and/or exit of the train (stations). On the other hand, it is necessary to get a ticket, not only because of the legal reason, but pragmatically as you are almost guaranteed to get checked IN the station itself – usually at the escalators leading to the trains. I recommend getting a semester pass for university student – please do not confuse this with the one for school kids as that would be invalid for you. You are required to carry the student pass (you could get this at the administration office after enrolment), for the student ticket to be valid. 
Classes were interesting but coordinating the timetable and exams was particularly frustrating. While the learning agreement is submitted before the commencement of the ERASMUS semester, please prepare a contingency plan, in case the module you wish to take is not being offered – or not being offered in a language you speak – for instance due to low demand or absence of a Professor. A few of the modules we opted for in our learning agreement were not offered or happened during the same time (clashed). Some of my classes started a few weeks after the start of term as well, which also resulted in a clash in schedule later in the semester. There is no way of knowing when the classes are going to take place, or if they are going to crash, until after the start of semester. On hindsight, I would have checked with my tutor as she was more familiar with the system and was actually able to point out that a few classes I was planning to take in the business faculty would not work as they take place concurrently. 
You are allowed to take a certain number of classes from 1 other faculty. However, a clash of schedule almost always happens, if you are going to take classes across different faculties. Also, ELTE runs on the “city campus” concept – meaning they have several campuses stretched across the city of Budapest, which is, though not huge, takes some time to commute across. 
Most modules in Hungary requires you to attend tutorials/exercise, lectures and also seminars – of which the seminar are compulsory. More than 3 absences from seminars and you will automatically fail the module. If your schedule clashes, please inform the professor and international coordinator immediately to avoid violating this clause. Also, be flexible in your selection. 
If possible, take the Hungarian language class. It was the greatest takeaway for me as I learnt more about the culture and history of Hungary and truly appreciated the beauty of Budapest through the language class. The locals are really friendly and helpful, especially when you try to speak their languages, however little you could master.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The European Student Network offers a variety of events, from parties, cultural excursions to study sessions around the year. My best experience was exploring the city with fellow exchange students during the orientation week, which allowed us to forge deeper bonds with one another as well as the city and formed the basis for a truly enjoyable semester.
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