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Experience Report

Preparation: 
Personally, I am a little bit the type who doesn’t always prepare to a super hardcore level, when it comes to going to a new country, but I think I managed to follow the suggestions from the Erasmus staff enough that things were not too painful in moving to Istanbul. Visa, Residence Permit, Health insurance and the accommodation-search were all completed once I got to Istanbul. So not too much was having to be done before hand other than the original application process which both Viadrina and Bilgi provide a lot of support for. 
After arrival, there was an obligatory on-site registration day and orientation day right next to each other, that began one whole week before the lectures began. It sort of worked out well because it meant having those two days out the way I had already made a few erasmus friends and then had entire week to search for a flatshare arrangement. 
There is a great buddy program; my buddy came and collected me from the airport (even though I insisted he didn’t need to) and he helped me with general knowledge and signed me up to a phone plan – handy tip, it is easier and (potentially) cheaper if your buddy helps you arrange this once you get there. 
There is a small thing you have to know with bringing a phone in to Turkey: The government will lock your phone (no calls/messages/data) after 3 months if you sign up to a sim card with your ID. I think it is 4 months if a Turkish person does it for you with their ID (ask your buddy for help). This is to presumably boost the economy by requiring you to buy a phone in Turkey. Alternatively, you could maybe bring a secondary (cheap) phone with you and transfer the sim into it (not 100% sure this works), or you could buy another phone there if that would work better. Just something to be aware before going anyway.

Accommodation:
I found my accommodation by first making some friends on orientation day and then we ended up searched for a whole flat together via a few different real estate websites. I also tried looking for a room via facebook groups (this is the easiest way) but I couldn’t quite find something suitable in the areas I was wanting to live in. 
The cost of rent that I paid was 2000 lira (approx. 300 euros per month), but this is more on the expensive side. You can find a room for anything over 800-900 lira per month, depending on which area you are looking etc. etc. I recommend living in Taksim/Cihangir or Kadikoy. Besiktas is also okay, but I think it is a bit overcrowded especially when trying to walk through the more narrow pedestrian streets. 
I only arrived with a 1 week Airbnb booking and began my search for the longer term flatshare once I arrived and that worked out alright for me. I think it’s better when you can go and see the place and meet who you would be living with before making a decision about accommodation. It also gives you a bit of time to get a feel for the area that you think you want to stay in.

Studying at the university abroad:
The day to day life on campus was quite nice. There is a very popular café and eatery with a very nice outdoor chilling setting. Cool music and vibes. You are looked after quite a lot by the Erasmus staff on campus. Any questions you have, you can easily go there and they will have time to help and answer questions for you. I think they preferred prior appointments to be made and they have an online booking system for that, however if you just swing by you can also arrange an appointment that way if they are too busy at the time.
You have to take a minimum 3 courses from the faculty you choose, and then you can take from outside of that department from whichever faculty (as long as there are no class schedule clashes). They do have language classes there for Turkish, but I chose to continue with my German lessons instead. Course list link here: https://ects.bilgi.edu.tr/Course 
The exams took place online due to COVID-19, so I cannot comment on normal procedure, however there are midterms and finals and attendance is mandatory for class. All these things go towards your final grades.
I really enjoyed the experience at the university… there is not too much negative to say really – I believe in the end they adapted quite well to the pandemic and they had a pretty decent online learning platform and exams were done as well as possible given the circumstances.

Day to day life and free time: 
[image: ]The costs of living are not that high in terms of accommodation and food. You can live cheaply there if you want to, however alcohol is more on the expensive side and is more expensive than Berlin, I think due to the taxes they place on it. 
Public transport is also very cheap and there are free shuttle bus services to and between each of the campuses (4 in total I think), so if you are situated well you might not have to pay at all for transport to and from Uni. 
Every person is different but I think outside of accommodation costs you might spend ~300-350 euros per month and have a really good time, living the life so to say.
I think there are usually quite a few events going on and in the beginning there was an Erasmus party, a music event at university and a frisbee team I signed up to in the first couple of weeks before COVID hit. I was doing these things, going out to bars, meeting friends and so on and exploring the city quite a lot in the time I had before the pandemic. 
[image: ]

The food is also super amazing and the Turkish breakfast and tea culture has to be mentioned in particular:
[image: ]
Worst and best experience 
Best: Ferries, Princess islands, Arnavutkoy/Bebek. Other nice areas can be explored via ferry which provides a great view of the coastline of both sides of the Bosphorous.
[image: ]
Worst: COVID weekend lockdowns. Being unable to travel other parts of Turkey while Istanbul borders were closed for two months.
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