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Studying Abroad Experience Report


1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonomiously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)? 
[x] Yes  [  ] No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request? 
[x] Yes  [  ] No

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.) 
[x] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published 

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all. 
[x] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine. 

	
We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long, there is no maximum): 

· Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors? 
· Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend?
· Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory? Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students? 
· Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time? What did you do?  
· Conclusion: worst and best experience 
· Suggestions/Feedback: In your opinion, how can we improve our exchange program especially considering consulting, information, application process at the Viadrina? – This section is just for the department of international affairs of the Viadrina and will not be published. 







If I had to live my Erasmus once again, in the same city, same university and surrounded by the same people, I’d definitely do it!
This is one of the most instructive and best experience I have ever lived and I’ll recommend it to every student that have the possibility to do it.

This is my story:
I started to realize that I would be going to Istanbul couple of days before my flight.
People around me would tell me how much of an amazing city it was, how much I would enjoy it, but the truth is that I was having a mix of emotion. Happy to live something new, something completely different than my routine, meeting new people and discovering a new city, a whole new culture. But I was mostly afraid of one thing and that was loneliness.
Even though I don’t struggle making friends, this whole idea of a possibility to have this feeling would make me uncomfortable. My departure was quite easy, when it comes to administrative documents like visa, because I could stay 90 days already without problem.
I had my last exam in Viadrina on the 13th of February and on the 15th I was gone. 
I have travelled a lot but never alone. 

When I arrived, I had this feeling of total freedom, but a freedom that implied that I had to count on myself and only myself. I arrived home by bus, met the owner of my apartment, and got the keys. The appartement was very nice, and I didn’t struggle to find it since the university informs you by mail to join a Facebook group where you have a lot of adverts for flat sharing or private appartements. 
The next day I would try to go by myself in my neighborhood (I was living near Taksim square) to localise the closest supermarket, the bus/ metro station.
The day after I already met a few Erasmus students. In fact I was put (since Berlin) in a WhatsApp group with all the other Erasmus students because I got contacted by mail by a buddy program from university chosen to entertain and make us know each other. 
It was a very nice evening! I understood that I’ll make friends easily. 

Some days after, I went to university for the first time. The University was better than what I could have ever dreamed of. The cafeteria was basically in front of the Bosphore. The view was spectacular. 

[image: ]The university was quite big and the rooms reminded me school since maximum 30 persons could fit inside. That was perfect for concentration.
The cafeteria offered a lot of cool options of food and the Mensa had a complete meal for approximately 0,30€ (one lunch meal option and one dinner meal option). 
That was more than amazing. 
The professors were for most really friendly and comprehensive. Concerning the courses, I have to admit that I found them a bit easier than at Viadrina, but still very interesting. The attendance was mandatory for some courses only, not all of them. I needed two courses for Viadrina but since I had facilities with some courses from my partner university and the language helped me a lot (courses were in my native language: french), I took four courses. I was allowed to take courses from different faculties but I didn’t. I sometimes just decided to go to some classes like “Islamic Philosophy”, because I thought it was interesting. The exams I took where divided in two or three midterms and then there was the final exam at the end of May that covered everything. That was a very good system to stay focused and not be overwhelmed at the end. The atmosphere around the exams was really pleasant, we would also study together in cafes or at the university library and help each other. 

A bit my day to day life now:
You have to know that 1euro was about 6.3 Turkish Lira.
In fact, the cost of life was really not expensive for us and that would guarantee an amazing lifestyle for the ones that had extra money from work or their parents. 
Because even though the Erasmus grant is a very helpful source of financing, it isn’t enough to enjoy the Erasmus fully.  
We went to new restaurants every time, to taste new dishes, learn more about Turkish varieties (which made all of us gain minimum 4 kilos)! I have to admit that Turkish food in general is really amazing!
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We could buy a museum card that allowed us to visit a lot of museums for low prices or even free since we were students. I really encourage future Erasmus students to take time to visit the city because it has a lot to offer and even though we have the impression that four months are a lot, well they are not, and procrastination it NOT an option.
Concerning public transportation, the university made you a transport card when you arrived that would give you the opportunity to pay half of the price on each of your paths (knowing that one path in bus or metro would cost you around 0,2 euro).
[image: ]A lot of the Erasmus students decided to take some days to travel all over turkey, which I also did after the exams. I went with couple of friends to Antalya and Izmir and had a lot of fun there! The cost of travelling were not so high so it was totally worth it. 

If I had to give advices to the future Erasmus students it would be to worry less before they go, because it’s very rare that somebody hates their Erasmus. In fact there are not a lot of reasons not to enjoy it. 
You just have to put a lot of efforts in the socializing part.
Be as open minded as possible. You are confronting another mentality.


[image: ]
[image: ]









[bookmark: _GoBack]
1

image3.JPG




image4.jpg
D





image5.JPG




image1.jpg




image2.JPG
ALIATTY

TN 3





image6.jpeg
Viadrina
International
Affairs




image7.jpeg
EUROPA-UNIVERSITAT
VIADRINA
FRANKFURT (ODER)





