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     Durch einen Doppelklick, können Sie die Kopfzeile bearbeiten!
	

Erfahrungsbericht Auslandsstudium


1) Darf der Bericht anonymisiert, also ohne Ihren Namen und E-Mail, auf der Webseite der Viadrina veröffentlicht werden? 
[x ] Ja  [  ] Nein

2) Darf auf Anfrage eines interessierten Viadrina-Studierenden Ihr Erfahrungsbericht samt Ihrer Kontaktdaten an diese/n weitergeben werden? 
[ x ] Ja  [  ] Nein 

3) Bitte bestätigen Sie, dass Sie im Erfahrungsbericht nicht direkt die Namen dritter Personen (Dozierende/-r, Vermietende/-r) aufführen. 
[ x ] Ja  [  ] Nein - in diesem Fall wird Ihr Bericht nicht veröffentlicht.

4) Bitte bestätigen Sie, dass die im Bericht verwendeten Fotos von Ihnen selbst und nicht von Dritten sind. Mit der Zusendung geben Sie der Europa-Universität Viadrina die Nutzungsrechte an den Fotos für die evtl. Veröffentlichung des Berichtes auf unserer Webseite. Die Urheberrechte bleiben bei Ihnen.
[ x ] Ja  [  ] Nein, ich habe keine (eigenen) Fotos verwendet.

	
Es würde uns freuen, wenn Sie auf folgende Punkte eingehen (der Bericht sollte mindestens 2 Seiten haben, für die maximale Anzahl an Seiten gibt es keine Begrenzung):

· Vorbereitung (Empfehlungen zur Planung, was ist zu beachten z.B. ggf. für Visa, Versicherung, Anreisemöglichkeiten? Wie sah die Bewerbung an der Gasthochschule aus? Gab es Einführungsveranstaltungen an der Gastuni? Waren diese verpflichtend und zu welchem Datum fanden Sie statt? Gab es ein Tutoren/Buddy-Angebot?)
· Unterkunft (Wie haben Sie eine Unterkunft gefunden? Haben Sie Tipps dazu, z.B. was vermieden werden sollte? Gab es Studierendenwohnheime? Mietkosten? Welche Wohngegend würden Sie empfehlen?)
· Studium an der Gasthochschule (Wie sah der Unialltag aus? Anwesenheitspflicht? Welche Kurse haben Sie belegt? Durften Sie Kurse verschiedener Fakultäten wählen? Link zu den Kurslisten der Partneruni. Wie laufen die Prüfungen ab? Wurden Sprachkurse angeboten? Wie fanden Sie die Uni allgemein und das Betreuungsangebot für Austauschstudierende?)
· Alltag und Freizeit (Wie hoch sind die Lebenshaltungskosten insgesamt, bzw. wie viel Geld sollte monatlich zur Verfügung stehen? Kosten und Tipps bzgl. der öffentlichen Verkehrsmittel? Freizeit- Sportangebote?)
· Fazit (schlechteste und beste Erfahrung)
· Verbesserungsvorschläge/Feedback (Wie können wir, Ihrer Meinung nach, unsere Austauschprogramme verbessern, z.B. bezgl. der Beratung, gewährter Informationen, des Bewerbungsverfahrens an der Viadrina?) – Dieser Abschnitt soll der Abteilung für Internationale Angelegenheiten der Viadrina als Feedback dienen und wird nicht veröffentlicht.







Preparation: 
As far as preparations for my departure are concerned, I didn’t had to do much, as a European student going to another European country, i didn’t need to obtain a Visa, nor did I need to get another insurance, having the European Health Insurance Card. I only searched for accomodation, I stayed in one of the dorms of the university, which was quite easy to apply from the website. The university also offers a Buddy System program, which provides exchange/ erasmus students with a tutor, to help them out in their first weeks in the new city, very similar work to what Interstudis at Viadrina do, as both are part of Erasmus Student Network, so they have same goals. 
Once I got to Prague and the university, I participated in the orientation week, that took part a week before classes started.

Accomodation:
As mentioned before, I stayed in one of the dorms of the university. Here there were two options, Jarov F and G. I applied for G, but for future reference I would recommend anyone who wants to go to University of Economics Prague and get accomodation in the dorms, to pick Jarov F, as most of the exchange/erasmus students live there. There is a reception in both dorms 24/7, but in Jarov G the receptionists don’t really speak english, so communication was a bit tricky sometimes, but with a little creativity it was just fine to communicate with them. The prices for accomodation are different according to the type of room choosed, as one can opt for a single room or double room (meaning a room shared with another person, this version being cheaper). The prices for every type of room can be found on the website of the university, under accomodation. The university is about 15-20 minutes away from the dorms.


Studying at the university abroad:
Studying at the University of Economics Prague was very fulfilling, academically as well as personally. There was a large variety of courses to choose from, some of them also had visiting lecturers. Since one of my specializations at Viadrina is Management, I had two courses at the university in Prague, one taught by a British Professor and one by a Chinese Professor, both courses creating a more international environment, giving the opportunity to learn also more about other countries and how business is conducted there, The classes have smaller student capacity, ranging from 20 to 60 students, which created a more comfortable learning environment and providing the opportunity to get to know your fellow classmates better. 
The attendance was mandatory, the final grade was compounded from attendance (10-15 %), midterm (approx.. 25%), paper/study case/project (optional, but if so up to 20%) and the final exam (approx. 50%). 
Overall, I am very satisfied with the courses I took, they combined the theory and its application very well, the professors were very professional and provided the students with good understanding of the material, being willing to help, if there should be any additional questions from the students. 

Day to day life and free time:

Prague being the capital city of Czech Republic and like any capital life is very eventful. There is always something happening, most of my free time I spend getting to know other exchange students, exploring Prague, as well as other Czech cities, trying to find out as much as I could about the culture. Exploring the city is the best activity to do in your free time. 
Also the Buddy System ( ESN section of the university) from the university made trips and other events for exchange students to take part in and introduce us to the Czech culture, such as cultural evening, national parties, different tours of the city. I once took part in an alternative tour, given by homeless people, which was a project to integrate them better in the society, from which I found out really cool stories about the city, that you wouldn’t normally find out.
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Karlovy Vary –spatown, western Bohemia, Czech Republic 


The transportation ticket was around 280 CZK/ person up to 26 years old (around 10 € -for 3 months), otherwise 570 CZK/ person with age 26 and above. For transportation, I personally used also Uber if in need to get somewhere quick, it is very used in Prague and quite cheap, especially if compare to a taxi.
As far as living costs are expected, a budget of around 400-500€ should be absolutely sufficient. Of course, this depends on personal costs, preferences and activities, as well as the type of accommodation. The price of groceries, I personally found it similar to the prices in Frankfurt Oder. I mainly shopped at Kaufland ( which was about 3 tram stops from the dormitory, until the end of the line or about 15 mins in walking distance) or at Lidl, about same distance, but in the direction of the university.

As Prague in considered to be „in the heart of Europe“, it is very easy and quite cheap to travel to other counties, such as Slovakia, Austria, Hungary, Poland.
I was also given the opportunity to travel a little around Europe with my friends I made on Erasmus, as there was a longer weekend ( in November there is a bank holiday in Czech Republic) when so we didn’t have university. So I got the opportunity to travel with two of my friends and visit 4 countries in 6 days, which was the best experience of my exchange semester. 
The best advice I could give anyone who goes on their exchange, is to get out of your comfort zone, try out new things, get in contact with as many people as you can and try not to stick to the people of your own country or which speak your mother tongue. There is nothing quite like all the international friends you will make on your exchange semester, they will be your family for the time you are in a foreign country. Plus, you will always have a couch to crash on when you go visit their country! So don’t be afraid to say yes to the unknown! 
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