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     Durch einen Doppelklick, können Sie die Kopfzeile bearbeiten!
	

Erfahrungsbericht Auslandsstudium


1) Darf der Bericht anonymisiert, also ohne Ihren Namen und E-Mail, auf der Webseite der Viadrina veröffentlicht werden? 
[x] Ja  [  ] Nein

2) Darf auf Anfrage eines interessierten Viadrina-Studierenden Ihr Erfahrungsbericht samt Ihrer Kontaktdaten an diese/n weitergeben werden? 
[x] Ja  [  ] Nein 

3) Bitte bestätigen Sie, dass Sie im Erfahrungsbericht nicht direkt die Namen dritter Personen (Dozierende/-r, Vermietende/-r) aufführen. 
[x] Ja  [  ] Nein - in diesem Fall wird Ihr Bericht nicht veröffentlicht.

4) Bitte beachten Sie, dass Sie nur Fotos verwenden dürfen, die Sie selber gemacht haben und nicht aus Drittquellen stammen (aus dem Internet etc.). Mit der Zusendung geben Sie der Europa-Universität Viadrina die Nutzungsrechte an den Fotos für die evtl. Veröffentlichung des Berichtes auf unserer Webseite. Die Urheberrechte bleiben bei Ihnen.
[x] Ja, ich bestätige, dass alle Fotos meine eigenen sind. 

	
Es würde uns freuen, wenn Sie auf folgende Punkte eingehen (der Bericht sollte mindestens 2 Seiten haben, für die maximale Anzahl an Seiten gibt es keine Begrenzung):

· Vorbereitung (Empfehlungen zur Planung, was ist zu beachten z.B. ggf. für Visa, Versicherung, Anreisemöglichkeiten? Wie sah die Bewerbung an der Gasthochschule aus? Gab es Einführungsveranstaltungen an der Gastuni? Waren diese verpflichtend und zu welchem Datum fanden Sie statt? Gab es ein Tutoren/Buddy-Angebot?)
· Unterkunft (Wie haben Sie eine Unterkunft gefunden? Haben Sie Tipps dazu, z.B. was vermieden werden sollte? Gab es Studierendenwohnheime? Mietkosten? Welche Wohngegend würden Sie empfehlen?)
· Studium an der Gasthochschule (Wie sah der Unialltag aus? Anwesenheitspflicht? Welche Kurse haben Sie belegt? Durften Sie Kurse verschiedener Fakultäten wählen? Link zu den Kurslisten der Partneruni. Wie laufen die Prüfungen ab? Wurden Sprachkurse angeboten? Wie fanden Sie die Uni allgemein und das Betreuungsangebot für Austauschstudierende?)
· Alltag und Freizeit (Wie hoch sind die Lebenshaltungskosten insgesamt, bzw. wie viel Geld sollte monatlich zur Verfügung stehen? Kosten und Tipps bzgl. der öffentlichen Verkehrsmittel? Freizeit- Sportangebote?)
· Fazit (schlechteste und beste Erfahrung)
· Verbesserungsvorschläge/Feedback (Wie können wir, Ihrer Meinung nach, unsere Austauschprogramme verbessern, z.B. bezgl. der Beratung, gewährter Informationen, des Bewerbungsverfahrens an der Viadrina?) – Dieser Abschnitt soll der Abteilung für Internationale Angelegenheiten der Viadrina als Feedback dienen und wird nicht veröffentlicht.





Preparation
Being a non-EU citizen, I needed a visa. However, since the year 2020 one does not have to apply if there is a residence permit in one of the Schengen states. 
The host university provides needed information fully and on time. You might be confused because of the informational system at the first glance, but all you need is a couple of hours with it. Believe me, at some point it is even easier and significantly more functional than the one at Viadrina.
Keep your eyes open and do not miss the deadlines. Otherwise, you would have to schedule exceptional appointments and be given even more bureaucracy work.
I would strongly recommend joining Facebook and WhatsApp groups as the majority of the questions that are not present in the FAQ are answered there. 
If you are well informed and read most information on the website, there is no real need of a buddy. However, if you are interested in making friends, your buddy might be the first and the most “useful” one. 
As mentioned in the earlier reports, orientation week is a must. It would help you to take a look at the city and manage paperwork such as receiving the ISIC card, which you will need, ESN card, the conformation of arrival, etc.    

Accommodation
I lived in Vinarska dormitory in block A1 as it provided quite good accommodation conditions and a short path to the economic faculty (appr. 5 minutes). The costs of the accommodation were 160 EUR monthly, water and electricity included. I had to share a room with another person, which was not as annoying. Both my neighbor and I became good friends and still keep in touch with each other. 
Besides the good site and district, Vinarska dormitory has own gym (free for students), printing room and a number of sport facilities in the yard. The majority of the exchange students live there, so you will be always surrounded by internationals. 
There are other dormitories such as Kounicova and Komarov (the latter has single rooms but is quite far from the economic faculty). The prices and conditions differ, so make sure that you read the description on the ISCAM web page.
If you are rather interested in a private flat, be aware of the high prices (up to 500 EUR) and self-registration in the foreign affairs of the city of Brno. Looking for a neighbor on Facebook or other platforms beforehand would be wise. 

Studying
Masaryk University is a great place to study due to the following reasons. The university itself is quite big and has several faculties with a wide range of courses accessible for IBA/IBWL students. For example, I took the course called “artificial intelligence in chemistry and bioengineering” supplied by the Faculty of Science. During the course, we discussed topics such as Machine Learning and Neural Networks. I tried to follow courses from the Faculty of Informatics and took some great staff from my own faculty. “Introduction to econometrics”, “operation management” and “business logistics” are among them. I would consider going to Masaryk if you have chosen IOM or quantitative methods as a major. 
Attendance mandatory and the final exams depend on the course. Generally, you would have to visit most classes, especially midterms and seminars. 
The classes tend to be in small groups of up to 30 persons. Most probably, you will be asked to hold presentations and sometimes cooperate with other students.
The difficulty level is up to your pre-knowledge received at Viadrina. Generally, the expectations from the Erasmus students are little so passing the courses seems to be manageable. However, if you want to gain a higher note, prepare yourself for the hard work in the library or elsewhere. 

Daily life and spare time
Even though I had a certain amount of spared money and guaranteed scholarship before the mobility, my losses surpassed the budget. They say Czech Republic is not as expensive, which is not quite the truth. The prices are approximately as high as those in Eastern Germany. On the other hand, you would get cheap and delicious beverages in the bars. Besides the daily living expenses, there are caution for the accommodation, fees for public transportation card and waste, study facilities. Keep in mind that you would have to buy plates and cutlery for the flat. 
Since the city of Brno is surrounded by Prague, Budapest, Bratislava and Vienna, you would be able to make cheap and exciting trips from there. Having a discount due to ISIC card will get you domestic tickets for less than 10 EUR. Regardless of the budget, one could travel every single weekend. Moreover, the city and its surroundings are very beautiful too. There are elder castles and river areas outside of Brno. Nature is gorgeous there. Once I walked in the forest looking for the mushrooms and I found a lot. To sum it up: whatever your kind of travel is, Brno is a great choice if you like to travel in general. 
During your stay, you will be given opportunities to join the trips organized by ESN. Do not miss these as they are often quite cheap and you might find new acquaintances. Personally, I have been to the Tatra mountains in Slovakia with ESN and I can only recommend it. The costs were approx. 120 EUR for 3 days. 
Main free time activities used to take place in the city center. There is plenty of bars and pubs there, most part of which is absolutely must-see. The Czech Republic is famous for its beer and wine, especially in the region of South Moravia. You could easily find cozy places and get in touch with local drinking culture without busting your budget (Czech beer is cheap indeed). If you are a party person, you would find several night clubs there. However, I cannot tell if they are good because I did not have enough time to fully appreciate the local nightlife. 
There are events supplied by ESN such as Quiz night and country presentations so you always will be entertained. 
When it goes to the sports activities, I did not join any, instead, I was visiting dance workshops taking place once or twice per week. Nevertheless, the city is big enough and one could find any sports; the list of them will be introduced during the orientation week. 

Conclusion
If you are looking for a city, where you can spend your Erasmus semester with fun and pleasure and learn about advanced study topics at the same time, Brno seems to be the one. It is small, but big enough. You will see a truly Czech daily life and way of studying. The Locals seem friendly and helpful, although many people do not speak English even on the beginner level. Living in a dormitory and not hanging out a lot would spare your money for the trips throughout Middle and Eastern Europe. I would strongly recommend Brno over Prague if you are interested in Czech culture. Additionally, the courses at Masaryk university are very informative and beneficial for those having IOM/quantitative methods as a major. 
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