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Studying Abroad Experience Report


1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)? 
[x] Yes  [  ] No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request? 
[  ] Yes  [x] No

3) [bookmark: _GoBack]Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.) 
[x] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published 

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all. 
[x] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine. 

	
We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long, there is no maximum): 

· Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors? 
· Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend?
· Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory? Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students? 
· Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time? What did you do?  
· Conclusion: worst and best experience 
· Suggestions/Feedback: In your opinion, how can we improve our exchange program especially considering consulting, information, application process at the Viadrina? – This section is just for the department of international affairs of the Viadrina and will not be published. 









My Exchange semester in Brno, Czech Republic
Experience Report (Erasmus, Masaryk University)


Preparation: I did my Semester Abroad in September 2018 at Masaryk University in Brno (Czech Republic). The best way to go there, besides by a car, is by Flixbus and it takes around 7 hours. All necessary applications you should do before coming there. I also recommend applying for buddy program, just in case. Buddy can help you with picking you up in Brno on your arrival or in later university difficulties and city places recommendations. Make sure to add yourself on Masaryk Erasmus group and Whatsapp chat, where you can get answers for your questions from students and coordinators. 
It is better to arrive few days earlier to make some friends and explore the city. You will need a communication ticket. At first you can have a 2-week ticket, but after you get your Czech ISIC card you can buy a 3(or more)months-ticket with a student discount.
Your first days on the campus will be the fastest and full of many activities. I recommend to buy full Orientation Week (around 22 €), which includes entrance for movie night, parties, karaoke, pub & café crawl, city tour and survival Czech lessons. It is also very reasonable to buy ESN Package for 500 CZK with a discounts for pubs, free entrance for some parties, Czech snacks kit, wine opener and most important a sim card with the best offer for Erasmus students.
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Accommodation: There are few accommodation options around whole Brno. I chose Vinarska, which is the closest to Faculty of economics. The distance is a 3 minutes’ walk.  It takes around 15 minutes with a tram number 1 to the city center. At most, I recommend applying for a room in Block A1, because all rooms are renovated there, with new kitchen and bathroom. Most of those rooms are for 2 people. On the ISKAM website you can choose with whom or what room you want to share. Also since this winter Vinarska accommodation has free Wi-Fi in each room.
If you decide to live in a normal flat or apartment, you need to report your visit to the police station. It’s better to do it with buddy or someone who can speak Czech good. If you will rent an accommodation, there is no need to report anything, because the administration will do it for you. 
City: Brno is one of the biggest cities in Czech Republic, but comparing to the capital is cheaper with many interesting places like Spilberg Castle, the icon of modernism: Villa Tugendhat, Underground Labyrinth and many good restaurants. I recommend to try: U Dřevěného vlka, U Třech čertů and famous bars: Bar, který neexistuje or Super Circus Panda. It is also close to Prague, Bratislava in Slovakia, Vienna in Austria or Budapest in Hungary and you can go there very cheap, by checking Flixbus, Regiojet or České dráhy (train).
University: Honestly, it was very hard for me to schedule my courses, because some of them took place at the same time, but luckily the attendance was not mandatory for all of them so I managed to go for all I have planned. Masaryk University gives a lot of courses from different faculties, especially what attracted my attention was the variety of sports courses. I chose Introduction to Econometrics, Transformation of the Financial System, Transport Investment Appraisal and Financial Investments. I was attending free Korean language course for beginners. The final grading depends on professors. Most of them prefer an easy multiple choice exam, other like to give group projects or essays.
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Daylife: It was plenty of free time, which mostly I used for meeting interesting people and visiting new places. I really need to mention a voluntary ESN Organisation for their hard work. They took care of students fun activities like: Quiz Nights, Country Presentations with food tasting, Hiking Trips, Beer Marathons and more. They made Erasmus time unforgettable and came with new ideas for every week for the whole semester. Every Wednesday ESN organised parties and most memorable and awesome were Tram Party and Boat Party. With a help from Erasmus students, they also gave the opportunity for free language courses from Czech, Russian to Chinese, Korean and even Sinhala.
Conclusion: Erasmus was one of the best experience of my life. Besides my improved English skills, I had a chance to meet so many inspiring people, learn new life perspectives and different perceptions of seeing the world. I have learnt to cook some cultural food cuisines, few words in exotic languages and spent those months blithely with new friends.
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