[image: Logo_Signatur_400px][image: euv]Land:_Südkorea ___________________________________________________
Ausländische Universität:_Soongsil University _____________________________________
Vorlesungsbeginn und Prüfungsende im Ausland: 01/03/2021_ bis 21/06/2021_
Studiengang an der Viadrina: Kulturwissenschaften [X] BA [ ] MA

-


     Durch einen Doppelklick, können Sie die Kopfzeile bearbeiten!
	

Erfahrungsbericht Auslandsstudium


1) Darf der Bericht anonymisiert, also ohne Ihren Namen und E-Mail, auf der Webseite der Viadrina veröffentlicht werden? 
[X] Ja  [  ] Nein

2) Darf auf Anfrage eines interessierten Viadrina-Studierenden Ihr Erfahrungsbericht samt Ihrer Kontaktdaten an diese/n weitergeben werden? 
[X] Ja  [  ] Nein 

3) Bitte bestätigen Sie, dass Sie im Erfahrungsbericht nicht direkt die Namen dritter Personen (Dozierende/-r, Vermietende/-r) aufführen. 
[X] Ja  [  ] Nein - in diesem Fall wird Ihr Bericht nicht veröffentlicht.

4) Bitte beachten Sie, dass Sie nur Fotos verwenden dürfen, die Sie selber gemacht haben und nicht aus Drittquellen stammen (aus dem Internet etc.). Mit der Zusendung geben Sie der Europa-Universität Viadrina die Nutzungsrechte an den Fotos für die evtl. Veröffentlichung des Berichtes auf unserer Webseite. Die Urheberrechte bleiben bei Ihnen.
[X] Ja, ich bestätige, dass alle Fotos meine eigenen sind. 

	
Es würde uns freuen, wenn Sie auf folgende Punkte eingehen (der Bericht sollte mindestens 2 Seiten haben, für die maximale Anzahl an Seiten gibt es keine Begrenzung):

· Vorbereitung (Empfehlungen zur Planung, was ist zu beachten z.B. ggf. für Visa, Versicherung, Anreisemöglichkeiten? Wie sah die Bewerbung an der Gasthochschule aus? Gab es Einführungsveranstaltungen an der Gastuni? Waren diese verpflichtend und zu welchem Datum fanden Sie statt? Gab es ein Tutoren/Buddy-Angebot?)
· Unterkunft (Wie haben Sie eine Unterkunft gefunden? Haben Sie Tipps dazu, z.B. was vermieden werden sollte? Gab es Studierendenwohnheime? Mietkosten? Welche Wohngegend würden Sie empfehlen?)
· Studium an der Gasthochschule (Wie sah der Unialltag aus? Anwesenheitspflicht? Welche Kurse haben Sie belegt? Durften Sie Kurse verschiedener Fakultäten wählen? Link zu den Kurslisten der Partneruni. Wie laufen die Prüfungen ab? Wurden Sprachkurse angeboten? Wie fanden Sie die Uni allgemein und das Betreuungsangebot für Austauschstudierende?)
· Alltag und Freizeit (Wie hoch sind die Lebenshaltungskosten insgesamt, bzw. wie viel Geld sollte monatlich zur Verfügung stehen? Kosten und Tipps bzgl. der öffentlichen Verkehrsmittel? Freizeit- Sportangebote?)
· Fazit (schlechteste und beste Erfahrung)
· Verbesserungsvorschläge/Feedback (Wie können wir, Ihrer Meinung nach, unsere Austauschprogramme verbessern, z.B. bezgl. der Beratung, gewährter Informationen, des Bewerbungsverfahrens an der Viadrina?) – Dieser Abschnitt soll der Abteilung für Internationale Angelegenheiten der Viadrina als Feedback dienen und wird nicht veröffentlicht.






Preparation 
Although an exchange program is usually associated with lots of stress and making tons of important decisions, I must sincerely say that my preparation for Korea was an uncomplicated process and the first days on site were full of joy and excitement, even despite the obligatory quarantine due to the Covid-19 pandemic. I come from Poland, that is why all the documents I was issuing in my country of origin and it did not take longer than one month. Korean embassies work incredibly efficient, therefore visa should be ready within two weeks after applying. Private insurance can be easily purchased through the Korean university and the International Office at the Soongsil informs about such aspects up to date via email. They also respond to any personal questions regarding arrival as well as clarify all doubts. The Soongsil University offers a Buddy program which is an indescribable support yet before leaving to Korea. Each foreign student has an assigned Korean tutor that helps with a course registration, informs about various events and often becomes a cultural guide or even a close friend. In the beginning of the semester there is organised an introductory event that aims to gather all international students together and give them a chance not only to learn about the university itself but also to get to know each other. This semester the opening SISO meeting was held entirely online, but I had lots of fun playing different games with other participants and exchanging first Instagram contacts. 
Accommodation 
Personally, I was given an opportunity to live throughout the whole academic semester in the Residence Hall that is located directly at the campus and I cannot express any negative feelings about the accommodation. However, I should point out already in the beginning that all dormitories in Korea are characterised by strict rules that need to be respected by both Korean and international students. For a person used to the German WG arrangement the Korean style of living in the Residence Hall may be challenging, but with time it becomes the “normality”. At the Soongsil girls and boys are placed in different parts of the dormitory and the only shared space is the underground cafeteria and the little convenient store. Besides, all the students are required to follow the curfew at 1am. Otherwise, they are granted minus points and in extreme cases they might be dismissed from the accommodation. For exchange students there are prepared double rooms, but for an extra charge it is possible to live in a single room with a private bathroom. The Residence Hall is equipped with all the basic facilities and is also a great place to make first friends, as most of the international students stay there. If I could choose one more time a place of stay in Seoul, I would go for the Residence Hall again without any doubt! However, if someone is not interested in sharing their private space and prefers to search for some Airbnb, I highly recommend the area of Hongdae, Itaewon or Gangnam, though the latter one is one of the most expensive in Seoul. 
Studying 
Due to the spread of Covid-19 in Korea, during my stay abroad all the classes took place online including mandatory exams in the middle and at the end of the semester. Originally I was attending four courses but after some consideration taken I decided to continue with two classes (Korean Arts&Culture and Introduction to the East Asian Culture) plus the Korean language course for beginners. I have been very satisfied with all the courses I chose because I was able to understand better the culture I was surrounded by and simultaneously there was still plenty of time for me to travel around the country and experience Korea firsthand! I could only complain about the Korean language class that consists of a Zoom meeting every two weeks and online videos for self-studying. This strategy does not really enable to learn the language properly, that is why many of my friends found other methods to develop their Korean skills by creating tandems or asking for help regular Korean students. Overall, the classes offered by the Soongsil to international students are strongly differentiated so everybody can easily find something for them. Besides, the amount of work at the university is not overwhelming, so no need to worry about lacking time to do a picnic at the Han river or climb the Namsan Tower! From my own experience, I may recommend taking a laptop and going to study at one of the incredible cafes that are without a doubt a landmark of the city. The campus itself is as well very welcoming and encourages to sit there with an ice americano in hand and feel for a moment like a real Korean 학생 (student). 
Daily Life & Freetime 
Choosing South Korea for a semester abroad is a non regrettable decision, but it is worth to remember that the costs of living are relatively high and without an external support it might be sometimes challenging to enjoy the exchange to its fullest. The rental fee for an accommodation in the Soongsil Residence Hall is similar to the one in a German dormitory, but monthly expenses include much more. It is unfortunately impossible to cook in the Residence Hall so all students do not have a choice but to eat their meals out or order food online. What is more, a lot of money is being spent on a public transportation and taxis because from the Soongsil university it takes time to reach main districts of the city in order to enjoy social life or visit famous touristic spots. Finally, Seoul is full of attractions and I suggest to catch every opportunity that appears, you will not regret it afterwards! My motto during the whole exchange was to avoid saying “no” and bravely try new things. Such approach provoked dozens of unforgettable funny situations, among others tasting a live octopus for the first time, walking at the bottom of the sea with an oxygen helmet or parading in a traditional Korean hanbok around the streets of Seoul. Besides, I was lucky to be selected as a participant in the voluntary service program. That possibility allowed me to travel with other Korean and international students to the tiny island to support the local environment and assist inhabitants on daily activities. To sum up, Korea is a beautiful land with breathtaking landscapes and magnificent architecture, but what creates its spirit and makes it such a unique place are kind people with big hearts, always ready to give others a hand despite the language barrier. I wish I could face even more challenges, visit much more places and meet more Koreans along with their stories, but the time flew extremely fast on having so much fun... 사랑해 Korea!!! And see you again!!! 
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