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     Durch einen Doppelklick, können Sie die Kopfzeile bearbeiten!
	

Erfahrungsbericht Auslandsstudium


1) Darf der Bericht anonymisiert, also ohne Ihren Namen und E-Mail, auf der Webseite der Viadrina veröffentlicht werden? 
[x] Ja  [  ] Nein

2) Darf auf Anfrage eines interessierten Viadrina-Studierenden Ihr Erfahrungsbericht samt Ihrer Kontaktdaten an diese/n weitergeben werden? 
[ x ] Ja  [  ] Nein 

3) Bitte bestätigen Sie, dass Sie im Erfahrungsbericht nicht direkt die Namen dritter Personen (Dozierende/-r, Vermietende/-r) aufführen. 
[ x ] Ja  [  ] Nein - in diesem Fall wird Ihr Bericht nicht veröffentlicht.

4) Bitte beachten Sie, dass Sie nur Fotos verwenden dürfen, die Sie selber gemacht haben und nicht aus Drittquellen stammen (aus dem Internet etc.). Mit der Zusendung geben Sie der Europa-Universität Viadrina die Nutzungsrechte an den Fotos für die evtl. Veröffentlichung des Berichtes auf unserer Webseite. Die Urheberrechte bleiben bei Ihnen.
[ x ] Ja, ich bestätige, dass alle Fotos meine eigenen sind. 

	
Vorbereitung

I suggest you start planning for your semester abroad a couple months in advance, because some things need time. One of the things I struggled most with, was the Apostille for my Enrolment certificate. This is a new requirement that applies to students that are not from OECD countries. Instead of just providing the partner university with an Enrolment certificate, you need to have an officially authorized/apostilled version. Firstly, request an Enrolment certificate with an official stamp from the Student service point in the AM building. This certificate should then be mailed to Potsdam along with a cover page provided by the responsible authorities for the Apostille. Before doing that, you can contact the responsible office at Auslandsbeglaubigung@rathaus.potsdam.de and ask for more information. The process can take up to 3 weeks, and this is one of the documents that needs to be mailed in original form to Korea, so you should think about it ahead of time. The rest of the documents were pretty easy to get. A financial proof can be requested from your bank and the visa process goes pretty smoothly. The Korean university will provide you with all you need to gather for your application and are quick to answer questions when you have them. 
After being accepted, Hanyang university had a newsletter type of contact with us, where they would tell us about important events as they came along. I bought my flight ticket after receiving my Visa grant. You should book a return flight right away if possible, else you might have problems at the airport flying to Korea. If not a flight back to Germany, then a flight to anywhere around 4 months after your planned date of entering Korea, just so the authorities see that you plan to leave the country before your permit of stay expires. The actual permit of stay, Foreigner Registration Card, that you will only apply to once you get to Korea with the help of the university, is valid longer than the entrance visa, usually by 1-2 months. This might be helpful for your planning. 
Around a week before the semester started, Hanyang university organized and online orientation session where they told us essential information about the university. There was also an offline tour around the campus. This semester, Hanyang didn’t offer tutors for exchange students, but I heard they used to in the past. Fyi, they also stopped offering dorms or free Korean language courses as well. The School of Business specifically, has a tutoring program for its students that is initiated by Korean students. They had a separate orientation session for us and also organized bi-weekly trips and tours around Seoul for us.


Unterkunft
As mentioned above, Hanyang didn‘t offer dorms for exchange students. In a nutshell, the possible accommodations you can find in Seoul are Goshiwons, Sharehouses and rental rooms in shared apartments. Goshiwons are small rooms that are usually equipped with a shower and toilet. The pros are that they usually are in good locations, pretty cheap and easy to find and rent. On the negative side, they are very very small, usually have no window or direct sunlight, have thin walls and don’t welcome friends. You can find them on sites like goshipages.com. A sharehouse is a type of dorm that is not associated with the university. You can rent a room but have to share the bathroom and kitchen with other people. They tend to be pretty expensive, but pretty new and clean, and there are often activities organized, that aim to help you make friends with other people living there. Hanyang habitat is one that I heard about a lot, as well as Mangrove. You can find them on google. Lastly, you can rent out a room in an apartment. You can find these on Facebook groups. There might be issues with getting an official contract and the prices can be pretty high, but they’re the most comfortable option. Personally, it was hard for me to find a room to rent in an apartment before getting to Korea, as I was afraid of scammers, so I opted for living in a goshiwon. After one month, I couldn’t stand it anymore (noise from my neighbours and lack of light) and I moved into a room in a shared apartment that I found of Facebook and visited in person. I used my Goshiwon contract to apply for the FRC. Thankfully, the manager let me move out before my 4-month contract expired. I’ve met people who lived in all of these options during the semester and they were okay with it, so pick according to your priorities. 

Studium an der Gasthochschule
I loved studying at Hanyang. The campus was big and beautiful and the Business building was very modern and comfortable. I signed up for 3 courses, 2 in my faculty and 1 from another faculty. I only needed credits from 2 courses to complete my studies at Viadrina, so I chose a marketing course and an accounting one. One Hanyang course has 3 Hanyang credits, which translates to 6 ECTS. My last course was from the Film faculty, called The History of Korean Cinema. I picked it because I wanted to take at least one course that is very specific to Hanyang and that would help me learn more about Korea. It was my favourite course of the semester, so if you have a chance to take courses out of your faculty, I’d encourage you to. I ended up having to go to university 2 days a week, sometimes 3. Most courses offer different time slots for the same course, so you are pretty flexible to make your own schedule. However, enrolling yourself in a course can be a nightmare, as it is very competitive and places are limited. Hanyang sent out information emails to prepare us for this, so I won’t go too deeply into the process. Sometimes courses fill up in milliseconds, so be sure of what you want and maybe have a plan B. There are multiple chances to enrol yourself, so don’t stress too much if it didn’t work out the first time.  You should be able to find the course catalogue here: 
https://portal.hanyang.ac.kr/sugang/sulg.do#!UDMxMDI3OCRAXnN1Z2FuZy8kQF4wJEBeTTAwNjYzMSRAXuyImOqwle2OuOuejCRAXk0wMDY2MzEkQF5lOTA2ODU5ODUyNGUwMDRhNGFmNmQ5NmQzNDQxMGZhNTY3MDVlNzZiYjJmN2ZjMmRmMzU3Mjk0NzFiMGYzYjQ1IA== 
I had very nice and understanding teachers, that possessed good English skills and were understanding towards the students. The way university works in Korea is pretty different compared to Germany. For one, there is mandatory attendance, min 70% of the course usually, and there are quizzes, projects and homework that count towards your final grade. If you pay attention to the teacher however and do your best, it shouldn’t be too hard to pass or get good grades in your courses. Don’t expect special treatment because you are an exchange student though. 
Hanyang university offers Korean language courses but they are not free. Quite expensive actually. Most people I know decided to not take them. I decided to visit a Korean academy in Seoul for Saturday Korean classes. If you’re curious, it is called Green Korean Language school. 
There are also University clubs that you can become part of. Some of them are not open to 1 semester students, or students who don’t speak Korean, but there are a few English clubs that welcome foreign students. I was part of a club called HECC, that met weekly for food and drinks and communication in English.
I was also lucky enough to be there during the spring semester, when most University festivals take place. For 3 days in a row, there were food courts and gift tents around the campus, and famous artists were invited to perform. I got to see Psy, Gidle, Loco etc. It was a very enjoyable event. 
In general, I enjoyed my time in my exchange university. There are many study spots, but also spots for relaxation and eating spots. The course catalogue is quite wide and there are many extracurricular things to do. Make sure you get a University jacket if it’s within your budget. It’s one of my favourite souvenirs.

 
Alltag und Freizeit
Let’s talk money. I ended up spending a lot more than I planned to so if possible, save up as much as you can. The official requirement for the visa will keep you afloat in Korea, but is not enough to experience all the amazing and fun things Korea has to offer. I rented my goshiwon room for around 300EUR per month, and later rented my private room for 400-500EUR per month including all the utilities. I paid around 20-30EUR per month for my Sim card with unlimited internet. Transportation costs are hard to calculate, as there are no options of a monthly transport card and you have to pay each trip separately, around 1EUR per trip in one direction. Food costs will likely be higher than you expect. Depending on where you live, you might not have the chance to cook at home. I ended up eating out at least once a day. Eating out in Korea is not as expensive as in Germany, but it still piles up. I was okay with it because I wanted to eat as much of the local cuisine as possible and enjoyed local dishes. I would say I spent at least 1000EUR per month on fairly basic things that exclude trips, shopping or concerts. Of course, whatever you spend depends on you and your discipline. Personally, I’ve worked a part time job for more than a year to save up for this semester, so I was fairly free with my spendings and didn’t want to deny myself of unique experiences knowing that my time there was limited. 
In my free time, I mostly hung out with my friends and spent time discovering different districts in Seoul. Sometimes I would go hiking, or dancing, or riding the bicycle, or just shopping, visiting other universities and walking around popular places. I mostly tried to be out and have at least one new experience every day.  There are a lot of fun music festivals and concerts in Seoul that I’d recommend you attend. There are also amusement parks and sport matches that are fun to watch as well. And of course, a lot of tradition to discover and historical sights to visit. There is a lot of ways to entertain yourself and a lot of things to experience, so be open minded and give it a try. 
I also have a specific advice for trips. Don’t be scared to miss some classes for a trip. There are very specific time slots that are good for traveling, in between midterms and final exams, and also specific weather conditions that you should take into consideration. Booking trips spontaneously worked pretty well too, but planning some trips may help you save time an money. For example, once the rainy season starts in June-July, the weather gets very hot and humid and the rain get quite heavy. It’s hard to make outside plans during that period, so travelling before that is the best option. You cannot leave the country before you get your FRC either, which takes a month or two after your arrival, so if you want to travel outside of Korea, take that into consideration. And check your course plan to see when the important dates are.


Fazit
I truly have never had so many wonderful sequential days as I did during my exchange semester in Seoul. Of course the first days can be confusing and lonely, but maintaining a positive mindset and a curious attitude will help a lot. I have grown as a person and have found a new excitement for life. I could have never expected some of the amazing things that happened to me in the past 5 months and I feel very grateful and lucky to have had the chance to study in Seoul for a semester. Although the preparation process was stressful and tough, it was totally worth it. If I were to think of some last words of advice I would say, be open minded and say yes to things you wouldn’t normally do. Go out of your way to make friends, as you may meet some of the best people in your life, but also trust yourself and don’t be afraid to do things on your own, whether they are just eating out alone or travelling to a whole new country. Be respectful of the country you’re in and try to learn about their culture. 
In case you need some tips on things to do, here are some of my favourite experiences of my semester:
· Visiting Jeju Island
· Attending Waterbomb festival
· My History of Korean Cinema class
· Renting a hanbok and wearing it while walking around Changgyeonggung palace
· Visiting Tokyo 
· Riding a bicycle around the Han River
· Taking Photobooth pictures with all my friends 
· Walking around Euljiro and more specifically Chonggyeocheon river at night and listening to busking singers
· Going to cherry blossom tree locations during cherry blossom season
· Going to different themed cafes and trying out their desserts
· Eating out (samgyeopsal or Korean bbq, jjimdak, kimchi jiggae, tonkatsu, kimbap, dakgalbi, jajjangmyeon)
· Visiting University festivals (you can attend other universities’ festivals as well)
· The active night life of Seoul
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