Experience report

I had the opportunity to do my semester abroad with Erasmus in Barcelona, Spain at the Pompeu Fabra University. Given the fact that the business program of the university is divided into trimester, my Erasmus was quite short but nevertheless a great experience.
Before leaving, a lot of paperwork needed to be done. Spain is a member of the European Union and thus, I did not need a visa or a special insurance (the one from Germany was enough). The courses had to be chosen quite a long time before leaving for Barcelona and the deadline was strict. Being on time with everything is an important requirement for the university. When arriving to Barcelona, the whole week was full of activities organized by the ESN group, but to participate I had to pay 35 euros for the “Welcome pack”, fact that payed off in the end. The university also organized welcoming activities such as cultural trips of the city, breakfast and a welcome party for the international students. The university also offered a buddy program, which did not work for me. I tried to contact my buddy that I was assigned to but got a response after the courses began and thus, we did not meet in the end. One important fact to be noted is that I did not have the chance to take part in classes where regular students were present. There are special courses designed just for international students with a focus on international topics, which are unavailable for Spanish students. Given the fact that I study at Viadrina international business administration, those courses were the only ones available and suitable for me and as a result I did not really get to know Spanish students to better understand the culture and their way of thinking. 
The accommodation was a really important step to do before leaving. Barcelona is a big city, full of students and thus getting a room in a dormitory is harder because the waiting list is always long and you need to apply one year beforehand to get a chance to live in the dormitory. For international and Erasmus students, there were very little special places and the rent was high, exceeding 500 euros. To find a flat, a lot of research and time was needed. The only option was to look on Facebook and on booking sites online. I found my flat through a site called “SpotaHome” which I highly recommend. I found a room in a shared apartment, which was huge and since accommodation in Barcelona is usually really expensive, I decided with another student from Viadrina to share the room and split the rent. The room had a monthly rent of 670 euros and in the end we both paid 335 euros each. The area of the apartment was ideal, being in the gothic quarter, just 10 minutes way from La Rambla and 10 minutes away from Barceloneta on foot. The most important reason that I chose this flat was because it was close to the university. I studied at ESCI and thus to arrive to the university it took just a 12 minutes’ walk from my flat. Like this, I spared a lot of money regarding the public transport. Because I could walk to the university and my flat was in the old centre where you could find anything, from restaurants to nightclubs, I spent just 30 euros on public transportation in 3 months and a half. That is why I would highly recommend for the future Erasmus students from Viadrina that are going to go to ESCI to find accommodation in the gothic quarter.
The teaching system at ESCI is different than the one at Viadrina. I could say that the difficulty level of the courses was lower than at Viadrina but the workload needed to be done was a lot higher. Every course demanded group projects and was focusing on working in groups where people from different countries had to collaborate. Every week I had at least one presentation about different topics covered in the courses. I also had a lot of assignments to do as homework which were graded and represented a big percentage of the final grade. Participation during the lectures was important and represented again a big percentage of the grade. I had to go almost every day to the university at courses. Just like at Viadrina, each course lasted four hours in total each week but were divided into two hours a day. In the beginning we were told that the attendance is mandatory in order to pass the courses. But the professors did not take attendance in the end but in order to have a good grade, you needed to attend the courses and participate during the lectures. I took just marketing and management courses because those were the only ones suitable for my majors. The names of the courses were interesting to me (Cross cultural management, new trends in international marketing and consumer behaviour). I was supposed to take four courses but due to an overlap it was impossible and because they did not offer other courses that would be suitable to my majors at Viadrina. They also offered language courses which needed to be paid but because the semester lasted just three months and the workload of all courses was big, I did not even think of taking a language course. My overall opinion of the university is good but different than at Viadrina. At ESCI we had to do more “practical” work and the theory covered in some courses was a bit too little in my opinion. Nevertheless, what I really liked is that we had to do a lot of presentations and work with people from other countries. The staff from the international affairs department was nice and ready to help at any time. When I had the problem with the overlap, they tried to help me and found the perfect solution to overcome the issue. 
The day to day life in Barcelona is really costly. In comparison to Brandenburg, the prices for everything in Barcelona is double as high. Of course, you can also find food at reasonable prices, such as at Mercadona stores (Spanish supermarket) but in order to arrive there I had to take the metro or to walk 20 minutes which was inconvenient. The most money I have spent were on food. I would say that including also the rent, every month I have spent around 600 euros. The advantage I had was that I did not need to buy an abo for public transportation which costs around 140 euros because my flat was located ideally. Nevertheless, I bought 10 trips tickets which costs 10 euros each to be able to visit the city and take part at social activities. Barcelona has a lot of options to offer when it comes to free time activities. You can go the beach, visit the city, go to the bunkers to see the whole city and take amazing pictures or just simply go out with your friends to drink a coffee or eat traditional food on La Rambla. When it comes to fun and parties, Barcelona is the perfect place. You can find numerous bars, pubs and nightclubs with a high variety of music styles and people. In the first weeks I found it necessary to visit the city and try to truly understand the Spanish culture. After a time, I decided to enjoy my student life and spend a lot of time out with my friends.
The only thing that I did not really enjoy was that Barcelona is filled with tourists. On the streets it was common to hear English, German or Italian and very rarely Spanish. Like this, I felt like I was missing the cultural experience, one I really wanted to experience. Unfortunately, I came in contact just with a few Spanish (Catalan) people.
What I really enjoyed in Barcelona was the variety of activities that you could do in your free time. You can never get bored in Barcelona. Just grab your friends and let the day or night take you through an unforgettable experience. You can always go to the beach, swim if it is warm enough or just look at the ocean and seize the moment. 
All in all, Barcelona is a great option to experience an Erasmus if you like big and international cities. The beauty of the city combined with the modern styles makes it a perfect destination for young people. I would really recommend Barcelona as an Erasmus “destination”.
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