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Studying Abroad Experience Report


1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonomiously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)? 
[✔ ] Yes  [  ] No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request? 
[✔ ] Yes  [  ] No

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.) 
[✔] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published 

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all. 
[  ✔] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine. 

	
We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long, there is no maximum): 

· Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors? 
· Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend?
· Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory? Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students? 
· Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time? What did you do?  
· Conclusion: worst and best experience 
· Suggestions/Feedback: In your opinion, how can we improve our exchange program especially considering consulting, information, application process at the Viadrina? – This section is just for the department of international affairs of the Viadrina and will not be published. 







Experience Report
Preparations
Get yourself in good shape financially, everything is a bit expensive over there. There are a lot of travelling opportunities especially you would want to go to the north to see the northern lights and some of the activities can get really expensive. Regarding visa issues, if you are an international student you will need a visa for Scandinavian countries to stay more than 3 months, so what I did was I just applied for visa here in Berlin before my departure and picked up the visa in Sweden so I didn’t have to come back to Berlin to pick it up. Regarding insurance, your student health insurance basically covers everything in Sweden as well but it doesn’t cover the transport cost meaning the ambulance truck will charge you extra for carrying you to the hospital, at least that’s what my Barmer health insurance employee told me. But no worries, Sweden is very safe, no accidents happened to me while I’m there. Regarding application process, it is very simple and the university is very organized they will take you through everything, just wait for their emails, they are very simple to understand, you will also get a tutor most probably a student from their university he will also contact you.
Accommodation
The accommodation is very good and comfortable. I have got no problems at all, everyone will get an accommodation and you cannot choose which one,  they will do it for you and it costs around from 1800 to 2100 euros and you have to pay it in advance so be prepared.
Studying at the university abroad
	Day to day life is great, the university is 10 min walk away from the dorms, you have to cross the small wood to get there. You are allowed to take courses from other faculties as well but it is limited, when you get a place at the university, they will email you the list of courses that you can take as an Erasmus student. The exams are chill because when I was late for registration and I couldn’t register myself on the system, I still went there and took the exam. They didn’t make a big deal out of this that I didn’t register for the exam and I wasn’t on the list, so they are relaxed to help you out. Transportation costs around 40 euros a month, you will get a monthly pass/ticket, the student ID doesn’t cover this. Overall the university is just great, I can’t complain at all but you can complain maybe about the weather because it gets darker and colder most of the day in the winter, the sunny weather becomes rare.
Day to day life and free time
[bookmark: _GoBack]You need about 400- 600 euros for food depending on your diet, and some money for other activities like traveling, renting a car is very easy and it is not expensive. Public transportation costs around 40 to 50 euros depending on your type of ticket, usually all the students get 40 euros monthly ticket for buses with specific colors. Anyways you will not get lost, everyone speaks English, even the older people are very fluent in it.
Conclusion
My experiences are mostly positive, I would really recommend to study there and travel. There are a lot of sports activities you can choose, they have indoor sports facilities for the winter and for all kinds of sports. But it is not a big city, it is medium size city with a lot of woods and lakes.
Suggestions/Feedback
	So far I haven’t had any problems with your department, so you are guys are fine. Thank you for the job you do.
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