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Erfahrungsbericht Auslandsstudium


1) Darf der Bericht anonymisiert, also ohne Ihren Namen und E-Mail, auf der Webseite der Viadrina veröffentlicht werden? 
 Ja  

2) Darf auf Anfrage eines interessierten Viadrina-Studierenden Ihr Erfahrungsbericht samt Ihrer Kontaktdaten an diese/n weitergeben werden? 
Ja  

3) Bitte bestätigen Sie, dass Sie im Erfahrungsbericht nicht direkt die Namen dritter Personen (Dozierende/-r, Vermietende/-r) aufführen. 
 Ja  

4) Bitte beachten Sie, dass Sie nur Fotos verwenden dürfen, die Sie selber gemacht haben und nicht aus Drittquellen stammen (aus dem Internet etc.). Mit der Zusendung geben Sie der Europa-Universität Viadrina die Nutzungsrechte an den Fotos für die evtl. Veröffentlichung des Berichtes auf unserer Webseite. Die Urheberrechte bleiben bei Ihnen.
 Ja, ich bestätige, dass alle Fotos meine eigenen sind. 

	
Es würde uns freuen, wenn Sie auf folgende Punkte eingehen (der Bericht sollte mindestens 2 Seiten haben, für die maximale Anzahl an Seiten gibt es keine Begrenzung):

· Vorbereitung (Empfehlungen zur Planung, was ist zu beachten z.B. ggf. für Visa, Versicherung, Anreisemöglichkeiten? Wie sah die Bewerbung an der Gasthochschule aus? Gab es Einführungsveranstaltungen an der Gastuni? Waren diese verpflichtend und zu welchem Datum fanden Sie statt? Gab es ein Tutoren/Buddy-Angebot?)
· Unterkunft (Wie haben Sie eine Unterkunft gefunden? Haben Sie Tipps dazu, z.B. was vermieden werden sollte? Gab es Studierendenwohnheime? Mietkosten? Welche Wohngegend würden Sie empfehlen?)
· Studium an der Gasthochschule (Wie sah der Unialltag aus? Anwesenheitspflicht? Welche Kurse haben Sie belegt? Durften Sie Kurse verschiedener Fakultäten wählen? Link zu den Kurslisten der Partneruni. Wie laufen die Prüfungen ab? Wurden Sprachkurse angeboten? Wie fanden Sie die Uni allgemein und das Betreuungsangebot für Austauschstudierende?)
· Alltag und Freizeit (Wie hoch sind die Lebenshaltungskosten insgesamt, bzw. wie viel Geld sollte monatlich zur Verfügung stehen? Kosten und Tipps bzgl. der öffentlichen Verkehrsmittel? Freizeit- Sportangebote?)
· Fazit (schlechteste und beste Erfahrung)
· Verbesserungsvorschläge/Feedback (Wie können wir, Ihrer Meinung nach, unsere Austauschprogramme verbessern, z.B. bezgl. der Beratung, gewährter Informationen, des Bewerbungsverfahrens an der Viadrina?) – Dieser Abschnitt soll der Abteilung für Internationale Angelegenheiten der Viadrina als Feedback dienen und wird nicht veröffentlicht.







Erasmus Report
The Erasmus story starts always with the planning before mobility. Being a European Union citizen, A Visa is not necessary for spending your Erasmus in Poland. As far as for Non-EU citizens a Visa might be needed. Regarding health insurance, the German insurance is fully recognized in Poland. If the insurance is not recognized by them, they will inform you what is still needed before you start the Erasmus. The university asks for a scan of the insurance before the mobility starts. SGH Warsaw School of Economics is an elite university in Poland and as the name also says, it is in Warsaw located, more specific in the capital of Poland. Applying for the university is easy going, keeping in mind that they concentrate very much on the deadlines. After you are accepted for your Erasmus at SGH you will be provided per email with all the steps which have to be followed in form of a guideline. Keep in mind that they have a different learning system, therefore you must apply for the courses before the mobility starts and they have 3 deadlines. The process of being selected for a course is based on the first come concept. Once the first deadline is over you have to wait and to see what spots are still available, so be punctual!!!
There is a welcoming/introduction week provided which is meant to help you adapt to the culture of the university, country and so on. This takes place one week before the courses start. This is a great opportunity to meet all your Erasmus colleagues. The introduction week is not mandatory, it is though highly recommended to be attended. A Tutor is not needed since you will get a very descriptive guideline which will answer to all your needs. If there is any issue left, you can contact anytime the Incoming student’s office, either per phone/email or in person. 
Accommodation is one of the most important things you must plan before moving to another city or country. Europa-Universität Viadrina has a large offering regarding dormitories. SGH in return does not have such great opportunities. There is one dormitory of the university, the rooms are shared by 2 or 3 students. The spots are also quite limited, therefore the chances of getting a spot in the dormitory are not extremely high. In order to apply for the dormitory, you must complete a form, which you find in the emails you will receive from the university. You can also apply for help regarding finding a flat in Warsaw and you will receive per email 2-5 offers which suit your wishes. 
Warsaw is a city where the rent is costly and searching for a flat without speaking the language can be challenging. I chose to rent a flat together with a colleague from our home university and chose a two room flat in a good district of Warsaw. The monthly price for the flat was 780 Eur for 2 persons, utilities included. Not speaking the language, we went with an agency where all the information was in English, as well as the contract. The fee of the agency was 300 Eur.

Something important is that through this agency we were not allowed to see the flat before moving in and this happens with most of the agencies. It can seem very risky to pay before seeing but the pictures provided by the agencies are realistic and we were lucky and did not encounter any disappointment. Our flat was in the district called Wola, very close to the city center and 20 minutes by tram to the university. Other district I would recommend if you want to leave closer to the university is Mokotow. The prices there can be lower but not with much. 
The university offers a large offering of courses in English. If your major is in Finance, this is the University you must go to!!! I chose courses which were Marketing, Management and Finance related. 
Most of the courses have mandatory attendance, a list of attendance is something very often seen. Once you enroll for a course, you must also attend the exam. If you do not go to the exam or want to drop the course, you will fail, and the insufficient grade will appear in the system. There are also Language courses, but I personally did not attend any. The number of students in a course is not very high, they are most smaller groups. A reason therefor can be the large number of courses which you can choose from. Teachers are very open for group discussions and interaction/active participation is something which will be graded in most of the courses.
Accommodation is how I mentioned before quite costly, but the other living expenses are more than affordable in Warsaw. Food, restaurants, pubs, clubs, museums, etc. have affordable prices and lower than in Germany. The transportation card for students costs around 30-35 Eur for 3 months, which includes metro rides, trams, and buses around the city. You can pay this fee directly in the trams, buses, or metro at the specific machine. 
The total monthly costs can bring you up to 600-700 Eur.
My Erasmus experience surprised me in a good way, having the opportunity to study at one of the highest ranked university in Poland and to enjoy the beautiful city of Warsaw.
Warsaw is definitely a city I fell in love with and will be the place I will come back with each and every opportunity I will get. 
A city with great infrastructure, a city of great and fast change. The city center brings you in an idyllic picture, a place where you can feel the history being closer to you. 20 minutes by foot from the city center, this colorful idyllic place, you reach the office district where the great future and success is pictured. 
If I can pick a description for Warsaw is that this city provides you with everything you need, and the university is definitely the image of a very nice experience.
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