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     Durch einen Doppelklick, können Sie die Kopfzeile bearbeiten!
	

Erfahrungsbericht Auslandsstudium


1) Darf der Bericht anonymisiert, also ohne Ihren Namen und E-Mail, auf der Webseite der Viadrina veröffentlicht werden? 
[x] Ja  [  ] Nein
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2) Darf auf Anfrage eines interessierten Viadrina-Studierenden Ihr Erfahrungsbericht samt Ihrer Kontaktdaten an diese/n weitergeben werden? 
[x] Ja  [  ] Nein 

3) Bitte bestätigen Sie, dass Sie im Erfahrungsbericht nicht direkt die Namen dritter Personen (Dozierende/-r, Vermietende/-r) aufführen. 
[x] Ja  [  ] Nein - in diesem Fall wird Ihr Bericht nicht veröffentlicht.

4) Bitte beachten Sie, dass Sie nur Fotos verwenden dürfen, die Sie selber gemacht haben und nicht aus Drittquellen stammen (aus dem Internet etc.). Mit der Zusendung geben Sie der Europa-Universität Viadrina die Nutzungsrechte an den Fotos für die evtl. Veröffentlichung des Berichtes auf unserer Webseite. Die Urheberrechte bleiben bei Ihnen.
[x] Ja, ich bestätige, dass alle Fotos meine eigenen sind. 

	
Vorbereitung

The application and registration process were quite simple and easy. After it is completed and an email address at SGH is received, it is used for further communication with SGH.

The course selection process was confusing at first, because it was so different to Viadrina. It had 3 phases. 
· The 1st phase “preferences”, as SGH calls it, is to determine which courses students would like to take. This, and all other stages, take place in the Virtual Dean’s Office (henceforth VDO.) 
· The 2nd phase is for removing clashes and changing/adding courses based on which have been opened and how many ECTS you will take. 
· The 3rd stage is more complicated and is for changing classes after the semester starts. If you wish to do this, it is best to speak to the Erasmus coordinator, as it may require some paperwork or speaking to the lecturer, along with changes in VDO. 

The dates are important to know, as if any phase is missed, the courses that can be chosen may become more restricted and may make completing the Learning Agreement complicated as the courses you will take won’t be known until after the semester starts.

You must transfer about 20 zl to SGH before the first day of orientation week to receive your student card, which was a slight problem as I didn’t have a Polish bank account at that stage. A Polish friend from Viadrina was able to help me luckily.

I had to purchase travel insurance as part of the visa process for Poland (I’m not an EU citizen). The person checking my documents on arrival before receiving my student card said my German insurance card was all that was required (SGH wanted to see your insurance and proof of payment for the student card). I didn’t need to show my visa.

Unterkunft

The accommodation SGH offers is ok if you’re comfortable staying in a small room with another person and having little privacy, along with shared bathrooms for the whole floor. The pictures on the website show it well. I didn’t stay at Sabinki but went to there a few times to meet people. It’s cheap, and close to the uni. If you want to be with and around Erasmus students the whole time, it’s likely alright.

I wanted to stay in a room close to SGH in a WG, so joined some facebook groups I found by doing a search for Warsaw student accommodation. I made a post in a couple in English and got a few messages with offers. I also checked a bunch of sites both in Polish and in English but none were as good as the first offer. They wanted a deposit before arrival, so I asked to check it and went and signed the contract before transferring a deposit. I would recommend taking time to research and check offers carefully, as having a great place and location made my time there comfortable and convenient. I was about 15 minutes from both SGH and Centrum, which was nice.

Studium an der Gasthochschule

There’s an orientation week one week before the start of the semester. The first day had presentations from different parts of the university and the Erasmus program, and was useful. It was important to sign the confirmation of arrival list SGH has, to get your confirmation of arrival signed with that date on it. The rest of the week had information sessions, with the final day having a sightseeing tour which was actually pretty good. I met a few people there and made some friends that ended up being in some of my classes.

There are some student clubs that hold events throughout the semester quite regularly such as ESN.  

The courses at SGH aren‘t organised like at Viadrina, and may not have anything similar to moodle, or even any lecture slides or notes provided at all. The lecturers decide how they want to run their course, so there is a big difference between all of them.

Three of my courses had the lecturers write on a blackboard/whiteboard and that was all there was to work with. Books were mentioned that might be useful to use, but little other guidance was given. Most classes didn’t have anything like exercises or tutorials, which made it difficult to check how much you understood the material or to prepare for the exam.

Each course had different methods of assessment. One had assignments and tests plus an exam, another a mid-semester and final exam, with just 2/6 having a final exam only.

SGH’s buildings and facilities are great. There’s a nice cafeteria there, and each building has a cloakroom. WiFi works everywhere. It’s easy to get to, as it’s on one of the train and tram lines only a few stops from Centrum. A student travel pass can be purchased from the machines at the station and was quite cheap.

Alltag und Freizeit

Warsaw is a modern city in the centre, especially around the Palace of Culture, with things such as the big shopping centre on Centrum, nightclubs and bars nearby. It has everything you’d expect a large, modern city to have. A lot of the popular places in the centre are within only a few stops from there, so expect to at least pass through this area a lot.

Getting a bank account was very easy. I only had to provide ID and some tax details, and a card was mailed to me about a week later. I used a transfer service to exchange money into zl to avoid the foreign exchange fee on my bank card and get money out. It was worth the effort as I stayed for almost 5 months.

Prices are generally less for everything in Warsaw, while the quality is the same. Nights out won’t cost nearly as much as in Germany, unless one of the more expensive clubs are visited. There are many great places that are relatively inexpensive, and almost everywhere accepts cards, no matter how large or small the place is.

Outside the centre you can find the old town, along with many museums and some nice parks. The old town is always full of tourists, along with the museums, but most other places generally aren’t. There are a few nice parks that are worth visiting at least once, like Lazienki. 

Most of the time I didn’t have any trouble only speaking English/German, though with taxi drivers it can be a problem.

There are a few shopping chains that are everywhere in Warsaw. Some are generally quite expensive, like Carrefour, whereas others like Biedronka are cheaper. I think monthly living costs would have been around 2/3 of that of Berlin

Fazit

SGH was a great university to take a semester at. The experience is heavily dependent on the quality of the units however, so be careful when selecting them. Take the first week seriously, checking that each unit seems good, and if it doesn’t, get out. The workload is incredibly varied. One unit took huge effort, with the majority of students barely getting 60%, while another took very little to get the highest mark. Don’t expect to do very little and get good marks for most units though. Go through the units very carefully on VDO in each phase, as I saw one later that I wish I took.

To make the most of the time in Warsaw, I’d strongly recommend making every effort to make friends outside of the Erasmus students/network. I found I enjoyed and learned the most about Warsaw/Poland when I was with Polish people, often those I met outside of SGH through nights out/friends/etc. 
There were rarely any Polish students in the English stream classes, so going to events and being social is quite important. 

I’d recommend getting central accommodation/WG, as it made getting anywhere very simple and quick, which I appreciated a lot during winter. It’s worth the time to go through everything you can find online. 

I’d recommend SGH and Warsaw, primarily for people interested in learning about Warsaw and Poland. In winter it was dark and cold; not the best for relaxing and partying. If you want to spend all your time with Erasmus students having fun, I’d say Warsaw (especially in winter) isn’t the best choice. While I was there, I was often asked, with confusion by many Polish people, why I chose Warsaw. I went there because I wanted to learn all I could about Warsaw and Poland, and I feel I did just that.
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