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Studying Abroad Experience Report

1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonomiously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)?
[× ] Yes [ ] No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request?
[× ] Yes [ ] No

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.)
[× ] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all.
[ × ] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine.


We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long, there is no maximum):

· Preparation: Recommendations about preparing to leave, for example (if applicable) Visa, insurance, travel? How was the application process at the university abroad? Were there any introduction events? Were they obligatory and when did they take place? Was there a Buddy program or tutors?
· Accommodation: How did you find your accommodation? Any tips about mistakes that should be avoided? Were there any special student accommodations? The cost of rent? Which area of living would you recommend?
· Studying at the university abroad: How was the day to day life on campus? Was the attendance mandatory? Which courses did you take? Were you allowed to take courses from different faculties? Please attach links to the course list if possible. How did the exams take place? Were there any language courses? What is your overall opinion of the university in general? How well did the university take care of international/exchange students?
· Day to day life and free time: How high are the costs of living in total? How much money should be accessible monthly? How much does the public transportation cost? What can an exchange student do in their free time? What did you do?
· Conclusion: worst and best experience
· Suggestions/Feedback: In your opinion, how can we improve our exchange program especially considering consulting, information, application process at the Viadrina? – This section is just for the department of international affairs of the Viadrina and will not be published.
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It was an unusual semester for all of us, still I can consider it as a memorable one. I did my exchange semester at the University of Essex, Colchester, United Kingdom for the term spring and summer. When I got accepted for this University, I was happy as it was my first choice. From the beginning I know there are a few tasks I need to do prior to time. As I need a visa for my stay, I looked into the UK immigration website about the time they need to issue the visa and the documents they require for that. It usually took 4 weeks to process the visa. For the University of Essex we need to apply separately on their portal after having our University nomination and then they select the candidates which might take time. They are helpful all the way. I have my German health insurance which covers me as well and also the National Health Service is free in the UK just need to register with the University health service. It is better to choose London Gatwick airport or Stansted airport rather than London Heathrow airport. Mentioned two airports are more convenient and close to get in Colchester. University of Essex has facebook and insta pages as well where they are very active and all the exchange students can communicate with others beforehand over there.
For accommodation, I would rather suggest from my experience to go for the University accommodation. Usually, they could not provide the University accommodation in most of the cases because of the high demand but still it is better to apply or mentioned that you like to have a University accommodation in the application. If there is any vacant seat they immediately offer it. Why I am saying, it is better to go for university accommodation - first of all in Colchester we have to pay separately for the transportation and transportation system is not that good and they do not have direct transport to University from many areas. Secondly, if there is no option other than out of campus accommodation it is better to check the area, distance and transportation link beforehand. In my case I made the mistake as I was living out campus due to shortage of on campus accommodation initially. I rented online with their suggested platform ‘spare room’, but from my place there was no direct transport to university and I needed to walk a lot. In terms of transportation, Essex University student union offers a discount on bus pass. For that, one needs to just check with them. Lastly, all the fun lies on campus. They have different club activities, night life, fun with singing and dancing,


 (
______________
______
)everything on Campus. So if you are on campus, you are not missing anything. My favorite place in the campus is the lake and park and also the Essex Business school department. They have separate buildings or arenas for different departments also for offices. We had two days of orientation with all the parties, food and meet up which is the first approach to meet your fellow exchange students. There is a buddy program where the Essex abroad team will assign a person as your mentor and send the contact information to the student.

I took all my courses from Essex Business School. The very important information for everyone to know who is considering Essex as their exchange university is- University of Essex does not offer their all regular courses to the exchange students. So, the option is also limited in some cases. It is a must to look at their offered modules even before applying for this university. I did not know that beforehand but after getting the nomination I looked into them and decided on which term I wanted to go depending on the availability of the courses. I was pretty much sure which courses I wanted to take by the time. I wrote down a couple of courses which we are allowed to take. There was a mandatory module drop and choose session for all the students where they can discuss with the department and change it whichever way they want or also can take other offered courses.

The classes were interactive and professors were friendly. Attendance is mandatory for every class and students need to have 70% attendance to be able to sit for the final evaluation. If any of the students is 15 minutes late, it would be counted as absent. It is better to check ‘my Essex portal’ to see your attendance count so if there are any technical difficulties IT department can help you. The University of Essex is well organized and you will know where to go for which problem. For business courses we had many group projects and presentations, usually maximum business courses has group projects and presentations hence, it is important to have team spirit and work in a group mentality. For language courses they arrange an exam to know the English language level but if the student passed the certain level for English proficiency, they are allowed to choose whether they want to take the course or not otherwise language course is mandatory for those who do not meet up the level. Anyone can take other language courses from the vast offered courses as some of the language courses are free.
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University itself is international and high acceptance towards exchange students. You will find many cultural events on campus. I celebrate the lunar New Year in the University and it was a new experience. The campus is so lively and full of young souls till late night. I participated in club activities which I enjoyed a lot. Also, the Essex abroad team frequently arrange meets up. In any problem, the Essex abroad team will guide you and you can go to them anytime.

Living costs are high in the UK with all the visa procedure and flight expenses. The rent is around 450-700 pound, travel expenses in Colchester depends on how one chooses to plan it as they have different bus passes schemes. As for food it totally also depends on the person. They have the train from Colchester to London city. So, a London visit is quite convenient from Colchester. No exchange students will miss the opportunity. In Colchester they have a castle, zoo, park, shopping malls but do not expect it to be like London city.

I cherish this opportunity to be able to know different cultures, people and their perspectives. Make some new friends in the way. This semester is unusual for me as we fall under the circumstances of COVID-19. It is true that I did not get to enjoy it fully because of the pandemic. Still the amount of time I spent on campus is really memorable.
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