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Studying Abroad Experience Report


1) Are we allowed to publish your report anonymously on our webpage (without your name and e-Mail)? 
[  ] Yes [  ] No

2) Are we allowed to forward your report and contact information to a Viadrina student on request? 
[    Yes [  ] No

3) Please confirm hereby that you did not mention names of a third party (lecturer, landlord etc.) 
[ ] Yes [ ] No – in this case your report won‘t be published 

4) Please be aware that all the published photos in this report have to be taken by you and are not the property of a third party. By sending this report you are giving us the legal right of use for your pictures (if we publish the report). The copyrights still belong to you after all. 
[  ] Yes, I confirm that all photos are mine. 

	
We would appreciate it if you could include the following topics (the report should be at least two pages long, there is no maximum): 

· Preparation: 
· Visa and Travel
Since I am a Non-EU citizen, I had to apply for Danish Residence Permit. I would recommend to apply as early as possible because the process on average takes 2 months. It is also important to point out that application for Danish residence permit along with provision of biometrical data (fingerprints that I had to provide in the Embassy of Denmark in Germany) were very expensive. This is important information non-EU students have to take into account before considering an exchange semester in Denmark. 
When it comes to travel, everything was much easier. I traveled from Berlin to Odense by train with a short layover in Hamburg. The one-way ticket costs approx. 50 euros. I know some German students traveled also by car. One can also take a flight from Berlin to Copenhagen. From Copenhagen airport there is a direct train to Odense Train Station, which is in the city center. 
Application Process and Introduction Days
The Application process was quite easy. The application itself was very simple and the required documents included transcript, language certificate, matriculation certificate and etc. I received an answer from the University of Southern Denmark in approx. one month. The University also provided me with login credentials to all the university platforms, such as Blackboard. 
There were two orientation days. Through these orientation programs, we learned a lot about the university (and all the cool facilities, such as student bar, great cafeterias, libraries), Danish lifestyle and Odense. My personal highlight was the LEGO game (by the way LEGO is a Danish brand) we played with other students. Through LEGOs we had to show our hometowns, our expectations, what surprised us about Denmark and etc. Through this particular game I met some of my friends. Orientation days took place few days before the official start of the university. 
There is a buddy program at SDU. One can apply for the program before the exchange semester. Buddies are usually Danish or International full-time students. My buddy was a Danish student, he brought me the keys to my dorm to the train station when I arrived to Denmark. 


· Accommodation: 
I found my accommodation with the help of the accommodation office of the university. I asked the accommodation office to place me in a dormitory that is close to university because I wasn’t comfortable enough biking a lot. I was placed in Orstedkollegiet, which is 25 minutes by walking from university. Mostly Danish students (in my opinion mostly Bachelor students) live in this dorm. I enjoyed living here because I had a chance to get to know the Danish culture better. However, the dorm is a little bit older than other dorms, such as the dorm in Ostebro. Moreover, I had to share the kitchen with 14 other people. 
The rent was very cheap by Danish standards. I paid approximately 300 euros per month, it included everything, e.g. internet, water and etc. 
· Studying at the university abroad: 
Campus life
Since my semester was quite extraordinary due to COVID19, I didn’t have much time to experience the day to day life on campus. However, from my little experience I can still say that the campus is really nice. It is very modern and beautiful. There are a great number of nice facilities inside, for example, SDU’s gym, which is very cheap.
Moreover, the university has Starbucks and a great cafeteria with healthy food options. There is also “Friday bar” inside the university. Every Friday (starting at 2 pm) all students go to this bar to have a drink or two or more. 
Courses
I took three courses: International Marketing Channels, Corporate Strategy and Business Strategy. My absolute favorite class was International Marketing Channels. The professor was very engaging and passionate about his class. We had a great number of in-class cases, which I personally found useful. Moreover, the exam was fairly easy. I enjoyed Business Strategy class as well. However, we went online (due to COVID), I found the classes to become less engaging.
· Day to day life and free time: 
Life in Denmark is quite expensive, especially going-out, such as going to cafes, bars and restaurants. Being a coffee lover, I was surprised to see a cup of coffee costing approx. 6 euros. When it comes to purchasing food at supermarket, the prices are higher than in Germany, but I wouldn’t say that they are very high. The public transportation is expensive. One time bus ticket in Odense costs approximately 3.5 euros. One-way tickets from Odense to Copenhagen can be purchased for 15 euros. They are called “orange tickets”. 
There are many nice things one can do in Odense. I loved going to the city center, especially to the Hans Christian Andersen’s park. I also went to a number of coffee shops. My favorite ones are Unika, Den Lille Smalle, Nelle’s and Velodrom. If you want to get something to drink, I would recommend to go to Molotov Cocktails & Burgers. They have promotions on drinks on weekends and the drinks are quite nice. They also have a hidden bar behind the vending machine inside. Another place I enjoyed was Storms Parkhus, it is a street food place with a number of food trucks and live music sometimes. 
I also enjoyed travelling within Denmark. I would recommend to visit Aarhus and Copenhagen. Nearby Odense there is also a city called Kerteminde with a beautiful beach. 
· Conclusion: 
My best experience was travelling to Aarhus and Copenhagen. These cities are bigger than Odense and I enjoyed the big city life I didn’t have in Odense. 
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