		

Erasmus Experience Report

Preparation 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I did my Erasmus exchange at the Southern University of Denmark. On the campus of Esbjerg, which is one of the smallest. The first advice I would give is to choose wisely the campus you want to be studying on, as it might totally change the Erasmus experience you will live. The one of Odense for example is big (nearly 30.000 students). I chose Esbjerg, even if it is a small city and a small University because it offers a wide range of marketing courses and those are the ones, I am interested in. I did not regret my choice.
There is the Billund Airport not too far away from there, but the cheapest from Berlin is to take the train or the bus. The second option also allows you to take more luggage with you for the time of your exchange.
Before going to Denmark, you must make sure you have a German Healthcare Insurance. No need to take an international insurance, as you will be covered in the country a few weeks after your arrival, as a Danish resident. The local healthcare covers you almost totally (dental treatments are not fully included and quite expensive). But please ask your health care provider about that, to be sure. 
In the first week there are the “introduction days”, where you will get to know the other international students as well as the infrastructures and important persons to contact at the host University. Each Erasmus student had to be present for that.

Accommodation 
As an Erasmus student, the SDU guarantees you an accommodation in a student residence. You will not necessarily get to chose in which one, but there are 4 different options. I got a room in the St George residence, which is only 500 meters away from the Esbjerg campus. The room is of 25 square meters, fully furnished (one-person bed, a desk, a desk chair and a wardrobe) and including a bathroom. The rent is of 2500 kr. per month (340 – 350 euros). You will share one kitchen per floor (more or less 10 people per floor) and the idea is that there are turns to take in charge the kitchen duties on a weekly basis. Which can be more or less organized according to the floors. This residence is the one where most of the Erasmus students are assigned to, the other residences being chosen mostly for students attending their whole master’s degree there.
The residence is about half an hour by foot from the city centre, but all commodities are quite close. It is also important to notice that shortly after arriving in Esbjerg, the two more important things you will be looking for are a person to share a Wi-Fi connection with and a bike. It is quite easy to find one on Facebook Marketplace or at second-hand shops. You will be able to sell your bike before leaving to a student arriving for the following semester.



Study at the host University
The courses offered at the University are quite complete. The ones I chose were mostly marketing topics:
· Social Media Networks and Marketing Communication
Description: https://odin.sdu.dk/sitecore/index.php?a=searchfagbesk&uva=b150021301
Exam: Oral examination
· Brand Management
Description: https://odin.sdu.dk/sitecore/index.php?a=searchfagbesk&uva=b150015301
Exam: Written exam of 4 hours
· Marketing Strategy
Description: https://odin.sdu.dk/sitecore/index.php?a=searchfagbesk&uva=b150014301
Exam: Report, Oral presentation of the report and results of simulation and a written exam of 2 hours
· Risk Management
Description: https://odin.sdu.dk/sitecore/index.php?a=searchfagbesk&uva=B530002301
Exam: A written report to hand at the end of the semester as well as an oral presentation of it
You can find all the courses offered to the Exchange Students at the Faculty of Business and Social Sciences here:
https://www.sdu.dk/en/Uddannelse/Exchange_Programmes/Exchange_FacultyofBSS/Courses
All the courses were offered in English. The groups per courses are quite small, which allows a pretty good interaction with the professors and makes the contact with the professors quite easy going. It depends of the professors but most of the courses don’t make the attendance mandatory. But for example, for the course of Social Media Networks and Marketing Communication I attended, the Professor was not only teaching in Denmark. Which implied that she moved all the classes with us (over 2 months), on 3 weeks only. Making it classes of 8 hours sometimes. This isn’t a regular schedule though and usually the classes last 2 to 4 hours. 
The international office is great at the campus of Esbjerg. As the number of students in general and of exchange students is quite limited (60 Erasmus when I went), the attention given to them is good. They are quite helpful and provide good information’s for new students. They also organize a few meetings at the beginning of the semester to make sure you get to know the foreign students as well as the locals. Personally, I had to change some of the classes I had chosen before arriving to Esbjerg, which implied modifying the learning agreement. The responsible person of the exchange students made it very easy and was very helpful. The International Office at the Viadrina also made it easy and answered fast.
I initially wanted to take some classes of Danish, to be able to communicate somehow with the locals, even if I figured that most of them spoke English. It turns out the University offers some classes but since last year there are not free anymore. They cost around 300 euros for the whole semester and include classes every week. An alternative option is to go to a Church which offers an initiation to the Danish language for free every Tuesday (no need to be religious to take part to it of course). There are two time slots in the afternoon where you can attend those. It is quite worth it to get some basics.

Daily life in Esbjerg  
Life in Denmark is not cheap (particularly if you compare the cost of groceries with Germany), and public transports in Esbjerg cost almost 3 euros per trip. I had a monthly budget of approximatively 800 euros per month. Including a rent of 350 euros. 
The nightlife offer is not extended in Esbjerg, but you will find quite some nice British pubs to hang out with some friends. The student associations organize some pub crawls and some sports events with other Universities in Esbjerg, a nice time to meetup with other students. The University also has its own Bar, which opens each Thursday and is quite a nice place to hang out at. 
Otherwise, to practice sports, there is the possibility to become member of one of the soccer teams of the city (amateur level), or of the basketball or also volleyball teams. You can get the contacts through the University. Nearby there are also a beach volley as well as a football pitch, which you can use freely. The beaches are quite close to the city (10 minutes by bike) and there are woods which are nice to walk around. 
In the surroundings there is also a small island called Fano that you can get on per ferry. It is beautiful and on the south of it there is a national park where you can see sea wolfs and other birds. At half an hour by train, there is also the small town of Ribe, which is the oldest Viking village of Denmark. It is nice for a daytrip.

Best and worst experience
The best part of my Erasmus trip has been to meet all these international students and to get to know an unknown culture to me. I am used to live in big cities, and it was relaxing to be far from the stress created by these. A nice parenthesis which allowed me to take interesting classes and to be in a new environment for me. I discovered the fact that I could also like this kind of quieter atmosphere, which was unexpected for me.
We made a lot of daytrips around the city with the Erasmus group and discovered a bit of Denmark all together.
The worst experience for me was experiencing the Danish weather (from September to February), as it didn’t stop to rain. There was rain daily since beginning of October. Not necessarily a lot everyday but still, no wonder the country land is so green, and the forests are so nice over there. It is nothing dramatic though, but it can still affect the morale of people. 
