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Erfahrungsbericht Auslandsstudium
	
Vorbereitung
The preparation got stressful at times, especially because the information with deadlines and updates flew to me from both sides – from Viadrina and from Aarhus University. However, now, as I look back, I didn’t experience any struggles, as the international departments at both universities were truly very supportive and always provided with all information I needed in a step-for-step format. My tip for the preparation: research in advance on the subjects you are introduced to in the info-meetings so that you are well familiar with them once you finally face them  this applies to formal documentation (what kind of papers you need, how and where you get them from and what are the deadlines) and to smaller things – like the nuances with transport system in the receiving country, or all the arrangements at your future dorm. 
I also received a big pdf “Pre-arrival guide to Denmark” from Aarhus University, which was very helpful. There I learned about the apps “AU find” and “Midttrafik”, and about many other useful facts, as that cash is rarely used in Denmark – which was very true in the end (I held Danish krones only one time during my stay in Denmark, as everybody uses only cards).
I applied for a dorm automatically with my application for university, but I was also informed that they cannot guarantee me a place. Aarhus provided me with all the options for housing, and I applied for many of them just to be sure, because the waiting lines were huge. In the end I was assigned with a room in a dorm from AU Housing (the one I applied for automatically) and it was super nice – the city center and the uni were within a short 10 min bike ride.
I needed a visa for my stay in Denmark, which was by the way quite expensive, but the procedure itself was not complicated and my curator from Aarhus University provided me with the documentation. I was also assigned with a buddy in Aarhus, whom I contacted several times (when I needed to pick up my keys for my dorm and I was still in Germany, and when I needed to know about new Corona regulations in Denmark).
I arrived to Aarhus by train from Berlin, I took me around 6 hrs with a change in Hamburg and it was very convenient. I did not pack much, as I knew that I would come back to Germany before winter comes to change my wardrobe for warmer clothes And I was very glad I did that, because when I had to leave, I did not have a lot of luggage with me. I would recommend doing that to everyone traveling not far during the winter semester.
The university organized an Intro week as well, but due to Corona everything was online and I did not really get to know other Erasmus students in Aarhus. Nevertheless, I lived in a big dorm, where I met the people I hanged out with most of the time.

Unterkunft 
The housing options were very well described on the website on Aarhus university so I knew what to expect. I was really satisfied with the room I was given by AU Housing, as it had a great location – Aarhus V. The room itself was very small, but I had my own bathroom. I shared the kitchen with 12 other people, which was great, as the kitchen was huge and had everything in it, and I did not need to buy anything extra. Our kitchen was the place where we hanged out the most  there were two big sofas, Tv, and dining tables, and we often organized common dinners. The dorm also had a pretty strict kitchen cleaning schedule with fines, and therefore there were no problems with the fact that kitchen was shared. As far as I know, the dorms in Brabrand (a far district in Aarhus, which is around 30 min bike ride away from the uni), where also a lot of students lived, had the rooms that were cheaper and bigger, but I heard a lot of complaints about its far distance and hard biking. Once you are in Aarhus, you will hear a lot of jokes about the fact that Denmark is a flat country, but not Aarhus. Aarhus is a very hilly city, and sometimes it got really hard to bike uphill. So when you choose your bike upon arrival, make sure it has gears:) I had rented a bike for 4 month from Swapfiets, what many Erasmus students had done, but in my opinion, the bike was way too heavy. It cost around 22 euros per month and included free service, which is a good option.
I paid for my dorm around 420 euros (it is rather a medium of what one can pay for the dorm in Aarhus), including the fee for the washing machines.

Studium an der Gasthochschule 
The seminars in October-December took place on campus, but as after Christmas the Corona situation got worse, all classes were moved to online platforms. I took in total 3 courses, each of them had 10 ECTS. The duration of classes in Aarhus is 3-4 hours, with two 15-min breaks. In the beginning I had to adjust to this system, as I was used to shorter classes at home. Nevertheless, I really enjoyed the seminars and professors were super open to students. There was also extraordinary a lot of group work. In each course I had a study group – a group of 3-4 people with whom I submitted assignments during the course. At the end of the course, I had to submit an individual paper of 10-13 pages on a topic of my own choice, and at one other course the exam was in a form of a portfolio, which is a number of smaller assignments like interviews, research that I performed together with the other people in my study group.
There were not a lot of international students in my courses, so I spent a lot of my time with Danish students, through whom I learned plenty about the Danish culture and lifestyle in general. I was also surprised by the level of their English, as both professors and students spoke perfect English and I never experienced any difficulties with the language in Denmark.
Aarhus University also offered free Danish courses, which I gladly joined and never regretted. Classes were very fun and interactive, and also very well organized. There I got to know a lot of international students (most of them Germans by the way) that became my friends.

Alltag und Freizeit 
As due to the pandemic there were not many places to go and events to visit in Aarhus, my living cost in Denmark was not that high – I needed around 900 euros per month. As for transportation, I always used my bike and did not feel the need to take a bus. University also organized a lot of events for international students, but many of them got cancelled due to Corona. My free time I spent mostly in the city (in the beginning the bars were open) or with the guys from my dorm.

Fazit 
My best experiences that I made in Denmark are with the people I shared my kitchen with. We spent truly a lot quality time together and grew into a family. My worse experience was to leave Aarhus and the people I learned there, it really felt like a heartbreak and was hard to get over once I came back. 
Fan fact: in winter, especially in December, during the day there is only 1 hr of sunshine, and the rest of the day is either gray or dark. The lack of sunshine felt very peculiar, and this was the time when I learned the true meaning of hygge.
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